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Hello from the State Coordinator 

Hello ABATE,  

  

                It is summer and we are all feeling the heat. Many things have happened so far this summer, plenty 

of hot weather and a lot of rain.  As riding season is in full swing make sure you are prepared for all that comes 

your way. As many of you are traveling to Sturgis have a great $me, be safe and enjoy.  

 ABATE Districts will be hos$ng their events a(er Sturgis: District 5 Coffee Run Oct. 30, District 13 Rodeo 

Oct. 2 and District 17 Dart Run Aug. 15. The State Office will host The Last Brass Monkey Run Dec. 31. For more 

informa$on please go to abateofcolo.org and visit the event page.  

                This year and last have been a real challenge for ABATE. Not only for our Rider Educa$on but also our 

membership. All of you know we are a nonprofit organiza$on that relies mostly on volunteer involvement 

from our membership. I am asking all of our current members to try to convince at least one of the people 

that you know, ride with, work with or just come in contact with to consider joining ABATE by the end of the 

year. WE NEED YOUR HELP. Remember there are benefits to being a member. ABATE is for all riders and their 

right to ride free and safe. Myself and all of the District representa$ves are here to help so please get involved 

in your District mee$ng and events.  

                 Abate is looking for sponsors for next year’s Spokesman, if you know anyone or any company that 

would like to help, let the office know and they will contact them so we can con$nue to get this publica$on 

out to all of our membership and public. We need to get this to all riders and non-riders alike because  

everyone needs to know about the trials and tribula$ons that a motorcycle rider faces when they decide to go 

for a ride in the wind. 

                We are sending our condolences to all families that have lost loved ones in the past 6 months of this 

year.  We wish you comfort.  ABATE is with you in your prayers.  

                Once again, I am asking all of you to help our organiza$on grow and be the leading force in the state 

for our right to ride free and safe for all motorcyclist in the state of Colorado.  I need you, as a member of 

ABATE, to spread the word that we are s$ll here and want to represent all riders.  ABATE at one $me had 22 

Districts and over 2,000 members. We are now down to 5 Districts and only 250 members.  We need to get 

informa$on out to those areas that were part of ABATE to let them know we are s$ll alive and need them 

back. If you know any people in other towns within the state that may be interested in star$ng or restar$ng a 

District let me know.           

        

Larry W MontgomeryLarry W MontgomeryLarry W MontgomeryLarry W Montgomery 
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STUMP’S LEGISLATIVE NEWS 
ABATE Legislative Affairs Specialist            

stumpandval@msn.com 

 

1701 Chambers Road, Unit K 

Aurora, CO 80011 

(P) 303-789-3264   (F) 303-789-2915 

www.abateofcolo.org 

abategeneral@abateofcolo.org 

CONTACT	US	

Hello Concerned Motorcyclists, 

 The Colorado General Assembly is in its “Interim Session” right now $ll the regular session starts up next 

January. I s$ll get some updates from various Legislators with invites to town hall mee$ngs but haven’t goJen 

to any yet. But I am working on ideas for next legisla$ve session. 

 My main project is how to get more legisla$ve help from ABATE members. I received the en$re ABATE 

membership list and researched everyone’s Colorado legisla$ve districts. My next step is to send individual 

emails to all ABATE members with a form leJer asking them to contact their legislators. It will be easy to just 

aJach your name then send the email. The form leJer will just introduce yourself as a cons$tuent and an 

ABATE member with a concern for motorcyclist’s rights. Of course, you’ll be able to add your own input to the 

leJer also, but at least take a couple minutes to send something. The reason I’m doing this is because we need 

a stronger legisla$ve voice at the Capitol. As the ABATE lobbyist at the Capitol the past 10 years, I’ve goJen to 

personally know quite a few Legislators, but a lobbyist doesn’t carry as much “weight” as a vo$ng cons$tuent. 

So, it would help ABATE’s cause a whole lot if cons$tuents’ voices were heard. It will take a liJle $me to get 

these form leJers out to every member but please keep an eye out for it and PLEASE email your Legislators 

when you get it. 

 Contact me if you have any ques$ons about this. Thanking you in advance. 

Stump 
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NORTHEAST REGIONAL REPORT 

Don Enninga 

Northeast Regional Coordinator 

denninga1954@gmail.com  

Another summer is in full swing, motorcyclists are enjoying wind in their face, lawns are green and 

growing, and we are able to enjoy our God given freedoms.  While geLng out and having the ability to gather, 

have our July 4
th

 BBQs, and not feeling quite so smothered by “big brother”, we all need to remember to take 

care of ourselves and our loved ones.   

ABATE of Colorado con$nues to work hard to make sure our voices are heard at the state legislature as 

well as providing the necessary rider ed training in Colorado.  All members are reminded that being able to  

provide some influence in our state poli$cal scene has a lot to do with numbers.  We all need to work at  

recrui$ng new members 

and leLng other  

motorcyclists hear from 

us about the issues.   

People tend to live in 

their own liJle bubble of 

life and many $mes are 

unaware of poten$al 

challenges and threats to 

motorcycling. 

                         

Calling all poten�al rider 

ed instructors! 

 Consider your skills 

and your desire to share 

your knowledge with 

others!  ABATE of  

Colorado needs rider ed 

coaches.  So many of you 

have great skills and the 

ability to teach so, if you 

have an interest, please 

contact the ABATE office 

to see what you need to 

do to become a rider ed 

coach for ABATE. 

  Keep safe, be well and 

ride free! 

 

RespecPully SubmiJed, 

Don Enninga,  

NE Regional Coordinator 

(American Heart  

Associa$on and Accident 

Scene Management  

Instructor) 
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(Con�nued on Page 5) 

METRO REGIONAL REPORT 

by 

Michael Gray, Metro Regional Coordinator 

mikeanddeb303@msn.com   

Hello ABATE of Colorado   

                  

 It was good to see a lot of you out riding on the District 16s / CMAs Blessing of the Bikes. It was warm and 

sunny, looked like everyone enjoyed the day.    

 Thanks to all aJending our District mee$ngs. Our numbers are down, but everyone par$cipates and that’s 

great. It is also encouraging to see the support for the restaurants as they have supported us for a very long 

$me.       

 Please Do Not Forget our D-17 Dart Poker Run. It will be a great ride and you cannot have more fun for 

money and with beJer company than on Sunday August 15
th

.                               

 

I’d like to share a few $ps I use every $me I ride:  

 

Right ALtude. This is probably the most important skill. Be conscious of where your thoughts are and  

modify or correct as necessary. We don’t have to ride, we get to ride.   

          

Trac$on, road surface and $re condi$on. If you manage these two aspects you are well on your way to a great 

ride.      

              

Steering, counter steering and rider posi$on are key to cornering well.    

           

Suspension is a very complex subject.  If your bike is rela$vely new and it seems to handle well everything is 

probably ok.  If your bike is 10 years or older the components may be worn enough to cause some problems.  

Having a trained mechanic inspect your bike may be worth the $me and money.   

   

Vision, Spotlight vs. Floodlight, judging your “Sense of Speed” and looking through the corner.    

    

Line Selec$on, Don’t ini$ate too soon, Don’t steer too slowly and No mid-course correc$ons.  A smooth arc 

through the curve is the safest and most fun.    

            

ThroJle control, a smooth throJle hand will keep your bikes suspension from becoming unseJled.  Prac$ce 

rolling on and off the throJle very slowly.  The goal is to keep the suspension in a neutral posi$on.   

  

Fear can stop you from becoming a beJer rider.  

Faith is the opposite of fear and concentra$on is the vehicle that brings you to the reality of faith.  Sure there 

is prepara$on and prac$ce but faith is the des$na$on.   

 

Ride Well,  

Mike. 



August 2021 Spokesman Page 5 

 

 

MRF	REPORTS	

DALE ‘BEAR’ MEADE—MRF STATE REP 

Hello Bikers,    

 Talks on infrastructure are rolling along in Washington, D.C.  On July 1st, the full House of Representa$ves 

passed H.R. 3684-- the Inves$ng in a New Vision for the Environment and Surface Transporta$on in America 

Act, or the INVEST in America Act. This is the House version of the Highway Bill. It's ONLY 1500 pages, and ONLY 

spends $715 billion, but it does include 5 beneficial provisions for motorcyclists.  

 The first of those provisions are an update to current federal law regarding motorcycle only checkpoints. 

The language prohibits state and local governments from using U.S.D.O.T. funds to "profile and stop  

motorcycle operators or passengers using as a factor the clothing or mode of transporta$on of such operators 

or passengers. “   

 A second provision is regarding traffic stop data collec$on. Two of our champions, Congressman Tim  

Walberg (MI-R) and Congressman Michael Burgess (TX-R), Co-Chairmen of the House Motorcycle Caucus, got 

an amendment added hours before H.R.3684 was passed. This amendment added the term "mode of  

transporta$on" to a newly created grant program for racial and ethnic profiling that allows states to use  

federal money to collect informa$on on traffic stops. Motorcyclists will be able to access this informa$on to 

determine if motorcyclists are stopped dispropor$onally by law enforcement.    

 A third provision reestablishes the Motorcyclist Advisory Council (MAC), which has been in existence for 10 

years. The MAC allows federal policymakers, state highway officials, and motorcyclists to discuss the unique 

demands of motorcycle riding and how bridges, roads, and all around infrastructure can be built beJer. 

H.R.3684 creates dedicated seats on the MAC council for motorcyclists' rights groups and manufacturers, and a 

report has to be recorded every two years.   Another provision in the bill increases safety funds yearly through 

2025 for states to use as motorcycle safety funds.  

 The focus now turns to the Senate, who is working on their version of the infrastructure bill. The whole 

package has to be done by the end of September so this infrastructure bill has to be hammered out.  

 In July, President Biden brought up over 70 Execu$ve Orders. One that we are keenly interested in was a 

direc$ve to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) regarding "right to repair". This is a concept that allows  

consumers to repair products themselves or choose a third party to do repairs instead of having to take  

products to the manufacturer for repairs. Your MRF believes the ability for motorcyclists to do their own  

repairs is vital to the motorcycle a(ermarket system, and the right to repair has been and will con$nue to be 

key to the MRF agenda. 

  The Na$onal Highway Traffic Safety Administra$on (NHTSA) has ordered car manufacturers to report crash-

es involving their automated driving systems, including those vehicles equipped with advanced driver assis-

tance systems, and those that can perform driver tasks such as steering, changing speeds, and switching lanes. 

Steven Cliff, NHTSA's ac$ng administrator, stated that gathering the data from these  

manufacturers "will ins$ll public confidence that the federal government is closely overseeing the safety of  

automated vehicles". This is an important step regarding the safety of automated vehicles on our roadways, 

but un$l the manufacturers are made to recognize motorcycles in their systems, they have a long ways to go. 

Un$l then, MOTORCYCLISTS BEWARE!! 

(Con�nued on Page 6) 
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News from the Districts  

DISTRICT 5 

Denver Metro 

Dave Cawley, Rep 

720-899-7073 

DISTRICT 1 

Fort Morgan/Sterling/Eastern CO  

Bill Smith, Rep 

970-768-2989 

 There are a lot of details in what is going on in D.C. All of you that ride should realize the importance of the 

Motorcycle Riders Founda$on. The MRF's Mee$ng Of The Minds is in Atlanta, GA. this September 23 to 26. If 

you can, get there! See how many dedicated people are in the MRF. If you can't make it to Atlanta, a huge 

THANK YOU to all of you who support what we do for you. Keep your memberships ac$ve and get ALL of your 

riding friends to join the MRF. If anyone needs info on how to join, give me a shout out.  

 

Ride safe, ride smart, ride sober.              

 

See ya on down the road,        

Bear  CO MRF REP 

 

(MRF Report con�nued from Page 5)  

Hello from D-1, 

 

 I hope you are taking care of yourself if you are 

out riding in this heat that we call Summer$me. 

Remember to keep liquids close by.  

 Enjoy your vaca$ons or just spending $me with 

family and friends.  

 We will not be having an August Mee$ng since 

many plan to go to Sturgis. 

 Our September Mee$ng will be At Ease Bar (275 

E 1st Street in Akron) star$ng at 1p.m. 

 Our October Mee$ng will be at Don & Kris$ 

house (13096 Rd 19 Fort Morgan) star$ng a 1p.m.  

Bill “Snake” Smith 

Hello D5 

 

 I hope you all are out there putting miles on your bikes 

being safe while you're doing it.  We have a correction to 

the Coffee Run which is October 9th and we're going to 

meet at the gas station in  Morrison at 285 and 470.   

 In case any of you are  going to Sturgis, be safe while 

you're up there.   

 Also, if anybody doesn't know there's a Hog Rally in  

Durango 19-21 August  just after that the following  

weekend so anybody that's interested, come on down to 

Durango and let's have some fun. 

Blessings, 

Madd Dog Dave 

LIKE US and FOLLOW US on 

FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/ABATEofColorado 
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DISTRICT 13 

Frederick/Dacono 

Dale “Bear” Meade, Rep 

303-642-7118 

News from the Districts (continued) 

 

Hello D13,    

 

 Thanks to all who have aJended our last couple 

of mee$ngs. It's been great to see you.  

 We have a change to our August mee$ng because 

of Sturgis week. Our August mee$ng will be on the 

3rd Wednesday and we will be back to our regular 

2nd Wednesday in September. We will also be  

talking about officers for the coming year. If anyone 

wants to take over any of the district offices, 

(including District Rep) come to the mee$ng and put 

your name in the hat.  

 Don't forget about our D13 Rodeo coming up on 

Oct.2. The AMERICAN LEGION POST 1985 has been a 

great host over the first 2 years and we always have 

a great $me. Plan on joining us!!   

 If you have friends who ride, get them to join 

ABATE. There could be some serious issues coming 

up in the next legisla$ve session that we need all 

riders on board.  

 If you want to make changes to the way D13 is 

run -- bring it on!!   

 Till then, ride safe, ride smart, ride sober.     

See ya on down the road,    

  

Bear    

D13 REP 

DISTRICT 16 

Evergreen/Conifer 

Dennis “Stump” Haberstumpf, Rep 

303-816-0909 

Hello D-16,  

 As you probably know by now, per my email to  

D-16 members, D-16 is folding. Due to a dwindling 

membership and lack of par$cipa$on the past few 

years, I feel there is no reason to con$nue D-16. I feel 

great sadness for this but think this is the best decision 

in this situa$on.  

 Thanks to all who came out and supported the 

Blessing of the Bikes Poker Run, especially Belva  

(D-1) who helped with registra$on, Mike and Phil  

(D-17) who worked a couple stops and an extra special 

thanks to Val (1 of 3 D-16 members to aJend) who 

worked 3 stops! Congrats to Glenn on winning the high 

hand (and donated it back) Larry who won low hand, 

Perry who won the 50/50 and Kathy who won the 2nd 

prize in the 50/50 (gi(  

cer$ficate). 

 We had our July SBOD Mee$ng yesterday, so here 

is a brief summary. A lot of the mee$ng was devoted 

to discussing Rider Ed. One of our biggest problems is a 

lack of qualified Rider Training  

Instructors. We also have an issue with old, worn out 

training bikes. The SBOD is addressing those problems 

and other concerns to make our Rider Ed program 

more viable for the future.  

 We also discussed having a State-Wide Tour in 2022 

and reimbursements for aJending “educa$onal” 

events. Lastly, we men$oned  

upcoming district events, which you can find  

elsewhere in the Spokesman.  

 As always, my legisla$ve informa$on can also be 

found elsewhere in the Spokesman.  

Be safe and stay healthy,  

Stump 
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News from the Districts 

(continued) 

DISTRICT 17 

Littleton 

Phillip Strasser, Rep 

303-903-5968 

 

ABATE OF COLORADO 

DISTRICT MEETING INFORMATION 

Remember: You can attend ANY district meeting that 

works with your schedule.  

 District 1  Meetings Call Bill Smith  

     970-768-2989  for times/location   

     of meetings in the Sterling/Fort   

     Morgan area, or visit District 1’s   

     page at  www.abateofcolo.org 

 District 5  Meets 2nd Monday, 7:00 PM   

     Great Scott’s Eatery  

     1295 Cortez Street      

     Denver  CO 

   POC: David Cawley 720-899-7073 

  District 13  Meets 2nd Wednesday, 7:00 PM   

     Pinocchio’s 

     I25 & Hwy 52  

     Dacono/Frederick CO 

  POC: Bear Meade 303-642-7118 

District 14  Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:00  PM  

    Carlos Mexican Bar & Grill 

    857 N Summit Blvd  

    Frisco, CO 

  POC:  Brad Lehmkuhl  970-468-5348 

    Bill Housh 970-389-5557 

 District 17  Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 PM     

     The Shack  

     NW Corner of Mineral/Broadway    

     Englewood  CO 

  POC: Phill Strasser 303-903-5968  

  

 

Hello D17: 

 Hope all is well with everyone and you’re  

having a great summer. 

 There were two great rides over the past  

couple of months. In May, D5 had their Snows 

Gone Let’s Ride. Good turnout for that event and 

the weather was excellent.   

 D16 had the Blessing of the Bikes on the 10th 

of July. This one had a smaller crowd but  

nonetheless all had a great ride and the weather 

was superb. It was a nice sun-shine filled day.  

 Speaking of great rides, D17s Dart Run is  

coming up on August 15th so be sure to mark your 

calendars. You don’t want to miss out on the fun 

to be had by all. 

 As always, all things legisla$ve can be found 

elsewhere in this Spoke from our Legisla$ve 

Officer Stump.  

 Be sure to check the ABATE website for all 

events. You can also find the events calendar in 

this issue of the Spoke. 

 

Ride like you’re  invisible ...... 

Keep the shiny side up and the rubber side down. 

 

Phill 
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UPCOMING	

EVENTS	

WWW.ABATEOFCOLO.ORG/RIDES-

EVENTS 

August 15th — D17 Dart Poker Run 

October 2nd —District 13 Rodeo 

October 10th—D1 Toys for Kids 

December 31st — Last Brass 

Monkey Run 

 Statewide Tour—January 1—

December 31, 2021 

Watch our website for updates 

as the world moves  back to 

[semi-]normal.   
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July 15, 2021 - Right to Repair 

News from the Motorcycle Riders Foundation 

 

 This month, as part of a massive roll out 

of over 70 Executive Orders, President Biden 

included a directive to the Federal Trade 

Commission (FTC) regarding “right to repair.” 

President Biden’s order encourages the FTC 

to “exercise statutory rulemaking authority, 

as appropriate and consistent with applicable 

law, in areas such as:unfair anti-competitive 

restrictions on third-party repair or self-repair 

of items.” 

 The right to repair is a concept that allows 

consumers the power to repair products 

themselves or choose a third-party provider 

to make repairs, instead of going through the 

manufacturer. Consumer advocates and a 

variety of industries have long battled over 

the idea of right to repair.  Industries  

traditionally opposed to right to repair  

include: the computer industry, appliance 

manufacturers, farm equipment companies 

and automakers. 

 This action by the Biden Administration 

comes on the heels of a bipartisan FTC report 

in May entitled “Nixing the Fix” that  

concluded “there is scant evidence to support 

manufacturers’ justifications for repair  

restrictions.” In support of the order the 

White House stated that companies’  

restrictions on “the distribution of parts,  

diagnostics, and repair tools” makes repairs 

more expensive and time-consuming for the 

end user. 

 The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) 

believes that the ability of individuals and 

third-party vendors to replace and repair 

products is an important part of the  

motorcycle ecosystem. A vibrant after-market 

industry is critical to sustaining motorcycling 

in this country. The right to repair has been, 

and remains, a key part of the MRF legislative 

agenda. We applaud the efforts of the Biden 

Administration to protect consumers rights. 
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www.abateofcolo.org 

Preserving the rights of all   

motorcyclists 
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BY SCOTT O’SULLIVAN, FOUNDER OF RIDER JUSTICE 

Rider Jus�ce Partners with Four Corners  

Motorcycle Rally 

(Con�nued on Page 13) 

 Rider Jus$ce is proud to announce our partnership with Four Corners Motorcycle Rally, an event with a  

storied past and an exci$ng future! 

 Founded by Ben Nighthorse Campbell – “The Harley-Riding Senator” – The Four Corners Motorcycle Rally 

draws riders from around the country. And, because 2020 was so hard, we expect this year to be bonkers fun, 

like a family reunion! 

 The annual event is held every Labor Day weekend in Durango, CO. 2021, Labor Day Weekend and the Four 

Corners Motorcycle Rally ac$on will be on Friday, September 3 through Sunday, September 5 and the  

fes$vi$es will include: 

• Races  

• Stunt Shows 

• Bike Shows  

• Bike Giveaway: 2020 Harley-Davidson Street Glide from Quaid Harley-Davidson  

• Million Dollar Highway Ride: Colorado’s famous highway includes 284 turns in less than 80 miles, running 

near old mining towns, over 10,000-foot passes and through the gorgeous San Juan Mountain Range.  

 Check the official website for hotel packages, camping and the full event schedule:  

hJps://www.fourcornersmotorcyclerally.com/ 

A Rally with a Special History 

 Originally called the “Iron Horse Motorcycle Rally,” this event was launched in the early 90s as the brain-

child of Senator Campbell, who was a lifelong rider and understood not only the vibrant motorcycle  

community, but also the economic impact of great rallies and rides. Sadly, a(er several decades of success, 

managerial infigh$ng brought the event to its knees by 2017. 

 That’s when John M. Oakes, owner of Freeze Management, and friend of owner of Durango Harley-

Davidson, Trevor Bird, purchased the rights to run the event. And they are people with big plans and big 

hearts. 

 The Four Corners Motorcycle Rally has a long history of fundraising for various causes. One of this year’s 

benefi$ng nonprofits is the Warrior Built Founda$on, which honors the service and sacrifice of combat  

veterans and wounded service members by providing voca$onal and recrea$onal opportuni$es. As well,  

Building Homes for Heroes as a na$onal organiza$on has gi(ed over 300 mortgage free homes to Veterans. 

Four Corners Motorcycle Rally with other community businesses is commiJed to raising funds to building a 

mortgage free home in the Durango area through various annual fundraisers un$l they meet their goal.  

 Oakes said, “This event has a long history of suppor$ng our na$on’s heroes. It’s one of the many reasons I 

wanted to grow it back to its original, proud roots as a des$na$on rally for motorcyclists from around the 
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Rider Jus�ce con�nued….  

country. The loca$on is spectacular, everyone needs to ride to Colorado and hit the Million Dollar Highway.” 

 Personally, I love the story and the cause behind this historic rally. There is no community on the planet 

more generous and hearPelt than motorcycle riders. I am so proud to partner with John Oakes and Durango 

Harley-Davidson to help make this event amazing and to raise as much money for great causes as we possibly 

can. 

 Par$cipants will enjoy Hooligan Racing, concerts, stunt shows, charity rides, bike shows, Wheelie Pig’s Hill 

Climb Challenge, a fishing derby, camping and more. Less than 70 miles away, Four Corners Monument  

enables you to stand in the only place in the country where four states meet: Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico 

and Utah. You can also plan to visit the astonishing Mesa Verde Na$onal Park just an hour’s drive away. 

 

    

THANK YOU TO OUR PERSONAL SPONSOR THANK YOU TO OUR PERSONAL SPONSOR THANK YOU TO OUR PERSONAL SPONSOR THANK YOU TO OUR PERSONAL SPONSOR     

MEMBERS! MEMBERS! MEMBERS! MEMBERS!     

Your support is greatly appreciatedYour support is greatly appreciatedYour support is greatly appreciatedYour support is greatly appreciated    

    

Torch & Sue Barr                                                Karen carr                                           

Mike Cole & Becky Archuleta                                             

WILL ENSIGN                                            dale “bear” meade           

Duane & Bonnie Roller                    Will & Eduarda Rutledge 

Toby Schmidt                          stump haberstumpf & val amey  

Editor’s Note: Although Senator Ben Campbell played a large 

part, there were a number of people (including some ABATE 

District 8 members) who, while siLng in a  bar, came up with 

the idea for the Iron Horse Rally and ran with it. The rest, as 

we say, is  history. 
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“We understand now, we've been made to understand, and to embrace the understanding that who we are is 

who we were.” – John Quincy Adams 

 When President Adams spoke those words, he was arguing before the United States Supreme Court, long 

a(er his $me in the White House had passed. The case being heard was to determine the fate of insurrec$on-

ists aboard the Spanish slave ship ‘Amistad’ in 1839. The insurrec$onists were cap$ve Africans, being  

transported to the United States to be sold as slaves. 

 Arguing in favor of freeing the Africans, Adams referenced the Declara$on of Independence, which reads in 

part: 

‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are ins�tuted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed…’ 

 When Adams said ‘who we are is who we were’ he was talking about the importance of looking back into 

our past, remembering what is really important to us as Americans. While some people will argue that the 

founding principles laid out in the Declara$on of Independence and the U.S. Cons$tu$on are no longer valid, 

that the changing nature of our world precludes any las$ng adherence, many of us believe those  

principles are as valid and inviolate today as they ever were.  

 If you’ve seen the film ‘Amistad’ or if you know the story, you know that Adams and the other members of 

the legal team were successful in obtaining the freedom of the Africans. No small feat considering the poli$cal 

machinery of the day. 

 That understanding of ‘who we are is who we were’ will always be relevant when we’re faced with those 

who would take away our freedom in the belief that government, not the governed, should decide what is best 

for the people.  

 In the motorcyclists’ rights movement, our core values haven’t changed. For more than fi(y years we have 

remained true to our founding principles. Some people think of us only as ‘the helmet law people’, and while 

we are as opposed to mandatory helmet laws as we have ever been, we are so much more than that. We work 

with like-minded elected officials and governmental agencies to promote motorcycling. Since the incep$on of 

motorcycle safety training, motorcyclists’ rights organiza$ons have been among the strongest proponents of 

rider educa$on and safety programs. We fight unfair insurance provisions targe$ng motorcycling. We stand up 

for motorcycling businesses and our right to safely modify our machines. We never stop monitoring state and 

federal legisla$on for any bill that affects motorcyclists, and we always take a principled stand, regardless of 

who we’re going up against. And we win. 

 The Motorcycle Riders Founda$on, alongside our partner organiza$ons, those who con$nue working to  

preserve and protect motorcycling, will always remember; ‘Who we are is who we were’. 

Who We Are is Who We Were 
Mark Buckner 

Executive Director, Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
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“Our member numbers are falling off.” “We can’t get new members!”  

 We hear it every day from SMROs across the country. The motorcycle rights community numbers are  

dwindling.   

 I remember the days when we had well over 2000 members in ABATE of Colorado. By the early 2000s, 

those numbers had dropped – for various reasons – to roughly 1600. Today, we are at less than 300 members. 

  So what’s going on? Could it be… US?  

 When you’re out riding, when you stop to fuel up, when you stop to eat or just to enjoy the scenery, do you 

talk to other motorcyclists? Of course you do.   Does ABATE ever come up in your conversa$ons? Do you talk 

about what we’re doing? Do you talk about ‘end of life’ direc$ves, distracted driving, right to repair, and all the 

other threats to our motorcycling lifestyle?  

 Do you have a membership applica$on in your pocket or saddlebags?  Why is having the applica$on on 

hand so important?  One thing we know is that people these days are easily distracted because there are so 

many other things taking up space in our brains. So when talking about ABATE, it’s cri$cal to have that applica-

$on handy. Try to get it filled out right then and there. It’s also important that you get it to your district or 

state leadership right away. No one likes to sign up and have to wait weeks for their membership materials.  

 Yay! We got a new member! What next? 

 Nothing engages a member (new or old) more than personal contact. A phone call, in-person interac$on, or 

even an email is crucial to building engagement.  

 Say a rider signs up to become a member at an event or through a training course. For you officers out 

there… when you get your updated roster do you look to see if there are new members on the list? Do you call 

them and invite them to your mee$ngs? When they show up, do you recognize them and make them feel  

welcome? Do you keep in touch with them a(er the mee$ng to see how they liked the mee$ng? What they’re 

thinking? Because…  

 First you get them. Then you have to keep them.  

 GeLng new members is great, but our exis$ng members are even more important. They’re the ones with 

the experience, the knowledge and the skills we need to keep our organiza$on alive. We have to keep them 

engaged. Do you u$lize your members’ skills?  Members join an organiza$on for a reason. They want to be a 

part of what you’re doing. If they have talent you’re not tapping into, you could easily lose that member and 

possibly even a future leader in the organiza$on. There’s an old saying in the motorcycle rights community: 

Your first job as an officer is to start looking for your replacement. That poten$al leader might be right in front 

of you. Get to know your members and uncover those hidden talents.   

 By the way, make your mee$ngs interes$ng. No one wants to sit and listen to one or two people drone on 

and on. Get your members to par$cipate. If they seem to be holding back, pull them into the discussion.  

 When a member lets their membership lapse, don’t just write them off. Find out why they’re not renewing. 

(hmmm…  there’s that personal contact thing again.) Ask them how we, as an organiza$on, could beJer fit 

their needs. Find out why they joined in the first place. Are we s$ll what they signed up for? Are we s$cking 

with our mission statement?  

 Remember -- an organiza$on is only as good as its members. No members = no organiza$on. Help us keep 

ABATE of Colorado alive and thriving.  

Membership, Membership, Membership  

 ————DebDebDebDeb    



 

 

ABATE of Colorado 
1701 Chambers Rd, Unit K 
Aurora, CO 80011 


