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Hello from the State Coordinator 

  
Hello Members, 
  
 Not a lot to say this month, but it is motorcycle safety and awareness month! There are many different ads for the  
season, and I hope you have all been involved in your part to make sure you and your riding group is safe. We should 
all promote motorcycle awareness month, and encourage other members to do the same. As the summer  
approaches, and many of us venture out more and more on our bikes, be aware that anything can happen.  Do not get 
complacent, and make sure that all others see you and your friends on your motorcycles. 
 ABATE training is in full swing for the 2021 season and all of our training sites are open and in operation within 
state and local guidelines. We are still in need of certified instructors to teach some of our classes, so if you would like 
to make a few extra dollars please let our office know at 303-789-3264. 
 ABATE districts are also preparing for their fund raising events for 2021. Feel free to get on our website for more 
information about these events at  ABATEofColo.org  Also on our web site you will find all the information you will 
need for our Board meetings, District meetings and officers, membership, training classes and legislation. Check it out 
and let the staff know if you have any questions about our organization. 
 As for myself, I have completed my move to Rye, Colorado and am having a great time starting my retired life. It is 
amazing that there is so much that needs your attention when you retire. With all the stuff that needs to get done, how 
did I ever finish anything when I was working full time before?  It was nice to spend all day mowing the grass around 
the house, but I guess that’s what being retired is supposed to be. I hope all of you are doing well, and being safe. I 
look forward to the meetings ahead.          
  
Larry W MontgomeryLarry W MontgomeryLarry W MontgomeryLarry W Montgomery 

ABATE apologizes for the lateness of this issue. We will blame it on 

technical difficulties (technically, the editor was trying to juggle several 

other duties in May) and do our best to ensure it doesn’t happen again. 
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STUMP’S LEGISLATIVE NEWS 
ABATE Legislative Affairs Specialist            

stumpandval@msn.com 

 

Hello Concerned Motorcyclists, 

 As I write this report today (May 19
th

), it is the 95
th

 day of the Colorado Legisla-ve session. I haven’t heard 

any more informa-on as to whether the Legislature will just con-nue on to its 120- day session and end on 

June 12
th

 or if they will recess at the end of May and finish up at a later date. I’ll let you know more in my  

LegTeam Updates. As of today, the Senate has introduced 278 bills and the House has introduced 323. Nothing 

of direct concern to motorcyclists, but a few bills about transporta-on and infrastructure funding. 

 The news this month is more on the Na-onal level. Yesterday was Na-onal Motorcyclist Lobby Day in  

Washington DC, be;er known as Bikers Inside the Beltway, sponsored by the Motorcycle Riders Founda-on 

(MRF). I haven’t heard about the turnout in DC as I didn’t a;end there, but I did par-cipate virtually. It actually 

went really well for me. I requested mee-ngs with all 9 of our Colorado Legislators and received 7 replies. 

(Senator Bennet and Congresswoman DeGe;e didn’t reply). I had 4 zoom mee-ngs and 3 conference calls with 

Legisla-ve aides. The MRF had sent me 7 posi-on papers on topics of concern, which I had forwarded to the 

Legislators. They included: The Highway Bill; H. Res. 366 – Motorcyclist An--profiling Resolu-on; H.R. 2141 – 

Motorcyclist Advisory Council Reauthoriza-on Act; Consumer Protec-on and Fuel Transparency Act (E-15  

issue); Automated Driving Systems; Reexamining the Defini-on of a Motorcycle; and Motorcycle Caucuses. Due 

to a -me limit and not wan-ng to overwhelm everyone, I only discussed the first 5.  

 I felt most of the 7 aides I met with were very a;en-ve and recep-ve of the informa-on I presented. (Only 

1 aide seemed distracted the en-re -me and didn’t comment on anything un-l I was done and asked if he had 

any ques-ons). The general comments were: “I can see your points and I’ll look into H. Res. 366 and H.R. 2141 

further”. They also commented posi-vely on keeping the motorcycle specific policies from the 2020 Highway 

Bill draJ version in the 2021 Highway Bill, which expires on Sept. 30
th

. The consensus was that an infrastructure 

bill would be passed before the Highway bill would be introduced. Most of the aides also said they would keep 

motorcyclists’ concerns in mind if any legisla-on came around about E-15 and automated vehicles. Although I 

didn’t get anyone to fully commit to co-sponsoring any of the bills, they all agreed to present the issues to their 

Legislator (which is their job anyway!). A couple of the Congressmen had signed on to the An--profiling  

Resolu-on last year, so we might get some posi-ve responses to H. Res. 366. And since Rep. Lamborn does 

ride, according to his aide, I feel he might be the most recep-ve person on our issues.  

 So now that I’ve done my part, it’s your turn to help. It would really be a huge boost to our cause if you all 

would take a couple minutes and send your Congressman an email or give them a call. It could be as short as, 

“Please support and co-sponsor H. Res. 366 and H.R. 2141”. Or you could also men-on our concerns with The 

Highway Bill, the E-15 issue and Automated Vehicles. 
(Con�nued on Page 3) 
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Here are their phone numbers: (now all you have to know is who is your legislator!) 

Rep. DeGe;e – 202-225-4431    Rep. Neguse – 202-225-2161    Rep. Boebert – 202-225- 4761

    

Rep. Buck – 202-225-4676     Rep. Lamborn – 202-225-4422        Rep. Crow – 202-225-7882 

Rep. Perlmu;er – 202-225-2645 

 If you want to send an e-mail, just google their name and follow the link to “Contact” the person. 

 Thanking you in advance for helping further our issues to make our highways safer for motorcyclists. 

Be safe and stay healthy, 

Stump 

(Legisla�ve News Con�nued…) 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL REPORT 

Don Enninga 

Northeast Regional Coordinator 

denninga1954@gmail.com  

I hope, that with things opening up, we can all enjoy geMng together again, celebra-ng our freedoms 

and geMng some riding in.  Events are going on so get out and enjoy what interests you. 

Life is too short to be mad or upset about the trivial things in life so I hope that all of you will find a way 

to get beyond whatever you have going on that upsets you.  We all need to work together to protect our rights.  

The current china virus pandemic has created so many issues for everyone so my prayer is for people to be able 

to work through the problems and come up with solu-ons, enjoy life and look for the best in what we do. 

Everyone please be safe and healthy for 2021.  God’s blessings! 

 

RespecNully Submi;ed, 

Don Enninga, NE Regional Coordinator 

1701 Chambers Road, Unit K 

Aurora, CO 80011 

(P) 303-789-3264   (F) 303-789-2915 

www.abateofcolo.org 

abategeneral@abateofcolo.org 

CONTACT	US	
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(Con�nued on Page 5) 

METRO REGIONAL REPORT 

by 

Michael Gray, Metro Regional Coordinator 

mikeanddeb303@msn.com   

Hello ABATE of Colorado            

 Hopefully all of you moms had a great and enjoyable day.       

 The State Board mee-ng was produc-ve and informa-ve as usual. I for one am very thankful for our state 

leadership and staff for their dedica-on to our cause and mission.       

 I also wanted to thank all of our loyal district members for their con-nued a;endance and support. I have 

seen a few of our members at a couple of runs, hoping to see more in the near future. These are two of the 

things that keep me going.                      

 

Becoming a Be;er Rider        

 Some of you probably learned to ride as I did, taught by a friend or maybe self-taught. Hopefully, later on 

you par-cipated in a rider training course. But even with decades of experience and the training I’ve had I s-ll 

sense I am riding “By Feel “. My riding is inconsistent. So when I am cornering incorrectly I do not know how to 

diagnose / fix the problem. Therefore I am on a quest to become a be;er rider; hopefully some of you will join 

me.             

 So, let’s talk about trac-on management. There are many aspects that affect the available trac-on when 

riding a motorcycle. As a rider you need to be aware of the Lean Angle, Accelera-on, Braking, Road Condi-ons, 

Suspension Set-up, Tires and the Load on your bike.        

 Loading – your bike has a gross vehicle weight ra-ng. This includes the weight of the bike plus rider, acces-

sories and whatever else you load on. If you don’t know the manufactures ra-ngs check with a dealer and do 

your best not to exceed it. Also load your bike as evenly as possible.       

 Tires – proper infla-on is cri-cal and motorcycle -res may not stay at correct pressure like your car -res do. 

Please check the pressure and tread depth at least once a week. Temperature is very important also, cold -res 

do not grip as well as warm, and hot -res can leach oil or separate the tread from the carcass. Spend the first 

few miles of a ride warming the -res by weaving a li;le. When buying -res make sure the size and rota-on is 

correct, plus check the date of manufacture. Tires that have sat on a shelf for 4 to 6 years may have turned 

hard.               

 Suspension – the forks and shocks on your bike are not there to keep you comfy, their job is keeping the 

-res planted on the pavement. Your bikes suspension needs to be set up for your riding style. Again, check with 

your mechanic or dealer for how many adjustments your bike has and where they should be set.     

 Road Condi-ons – being aware of the surface you are riding on is of course very important. Most of us are 

conscience of the gravel/sand leJ aJer a snow storm. But did you realize that the paint used for lane markings 

and crosswalks can be like ice when wet? Also lookout for those tar patches and leaves, they can be hazardous. 

The key here is awareness, road surfaces change quickly and you do not want to be caught off guard.  

 Braking – knowing when to brake and how much front or rear brake to apply is a skill that should be prac-

-ced oJen. Braking also consumes a considerable amount of available trac-on, be sure you have some in re-

serve for the unexpected.             

 Accelera-on – thro;le control is an integral component to trac-on management. Too much horsepower 

when coming out of a corner can cause the rear wheel to spin up/ break loose. If you back off the thro;le and 

the -re regains trac-on you may be catapulted over the high side of your bike. If you maintain thro;le posi-on 

the slide may put you out of control. Again, know the capabili-es of your bike.    Lean Angle – everything 

about your bike (suspension, -res & the frame) changes when you lean into a curve. Suffice it to say, you have 

less available trac-on.          
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MRF	REPORTS	

DALE ‘BEAR’ MEADE—MRF STATE REP 

 In closing, no ma;er how long you have been riding, motorcycle riding is a skill that needs to be maintained 

and built upon, like the layers of an onion.  Know your bike, its limita-ons, and quirks. Develop a safe individual 

riding style that shows the rest of the riding community that you have earned the right and responsibility to 

ride your motorcycle.   

 

Ride Well,  

Mike.  

(Metro Regional Report—Con�nued) 

Hey MRF and ABATE members,   
 Things at the Capitol in Washington, D.C. are starting to happen. On March 26 lawmakers introduced HR 
2141, The MOTORCYCLIST ADVISORY COUNCIL REAUTHORIZATION ACT. The MAC is important for many 
reasons, especially to give motorcyclists and motorcycle organizations a seat "at the table" so we can have a 
say on bills that will directly affect us. HR 2141 is, so far, a stand alone bill. In 2020 the bill to reauthorize the 
MAC became an amendment added to the House-passed Highway bill that was not acted on by the Senate. The 
Infrastructure Bill was continued and needs to be passed by Sept.,2021.Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
and Speaker of The House Nancy Pelosi have set July 4th for a House version passage. The 2021 Infrastructure 
bill will top $2 trillion dollars. President Biden has said he will not raise the federal gas tax and is also considering 
NOT using a Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) scheme to pay for the bill.   
 The third week of April was the official deadline for posting comments to the EPA about their proposed  
labeling changes at fuel pumps. The EPA's changes would lessen the info on pumps under the guise that 
"people will read the pumps and KNOW what they should or should not put in their vehicles". RIIIIIIIIIIGHT!!! The 
MRF has submitted  comments, along with other stakeholders, to the EPA because of the serious problems that 
will arise because of the proposed changes.  
 Friday, April 30th, saw Congressmen Tim Wahlberg (R-WI), Micheal Burgess (R-TX), Mark Pocan (D-WI), 
and Congresswoman Cheri Bustos (D-IL) introduce a bipartisan bill-- House Resolution 366-- addressing  
motorcyclist profiling. This is basically the same bill we had last year-- HR255-- that was passed  by the House 
but not acted upon by the Senate. Your MRF will be working to garner even more co-sponsors than the previous 
138 we had for HR255. 
 Your MRF's annual Bikers Inside The Beltway has just occurred on May 18 (yesterday as I write this) so I will 
give you more updates on how it all went down in my next MRF update. From the info that I have received the 
attendance was excellent. The hotels for attendees were filled, even though there were restrictions as to how the 
Congress people and their staff could be contacted. With the gas stations not having fuel because of the pipeline 
shutdown, that just added another monkey wrench into the works. Hopefully all went well and our BITB  
attendees were able to get many of our elected officials to see things from a biker's perspective.  
 Besides HR2141 and HR366, Your MRF has also been working with the Federal Legislature on autonomous 
vehicle language and getting AV makers to put updates into systems to recognize motorcycles. It's all well and 
good that AV manufacturers recognize pedestrians, bicyclists, and animals, but your motorcycle is NOT  
recognized, so far.  
 Your MRF is always working hard for each and every motorcyclists on the road. If you are coming up for  
renewal, git 'er done. Get a friend, brother, sister, parent to sign up with the MRF to help us work for you.  
Contact me if you need/ want more info on what the MRF does for motorcyclists.        
 
See ya on down the road,    
Bear   
CO MRF REP 
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News from the Districts  

DISTRICT 5 

Denver Metro 

Dave Cawley, Rep 

720-899-7073 

DISTRICT 1 

Fort Morgan/Sterling/Eastern CO  

Bill Smith, Rep 

970-768-2989 

Hello from D-1, 

 Weather has not been friendly out here but is 

geMng be;er all the -me. If you came out to our 

Sandhills Poker Run, you got to see firsthand how 

the weather is not always our friend. It was a 

great start to the day, nice and sunny but changed 

in the aJernoon, with rain and some hail. But it 

was a good turn out we had over 200 registered 

and had a live and silent Auc-on. A Big Thanks to 

all that helped with seMng up & tearing out and 

all in between. Thanks to our cooks and DJ for 

keeping everyone happy. Thank You to ALL OUR 

SPONSORS. 

 Haven’t had a chance to ride except this last 

weekend! Rode to Parker and par-cipated in the 

Na-onal Armed Forces Freedom Ride! Thanks to 

Gloria Clough for a great -me with Friends and 

Family. 

 Our next Highway Clean-up is June 6
th

, 2021 

star-ng at 8 am at Mile Marker 173 in Brush, aJer 

that we are going to stop at Hall’s Sign and  

repaint the poles, then we are heading to Smoke 

and Teri’s House (17530 County Road 12 Fort 

Morgan 80701) for our Mee-ng star-ng at 1 pm. 

 Our July Mee-ng will be on the 11
th

 star-ng at 

1 at The Jones House (3109 W. O Street in Greeley 

80631) it was rumored that there would be a BBQ 

and a birthday to celebrate. 

 Wishing you all a Happy Memorial Day and be 

safe, make some great memories with family and 

friends. 

Will close for now, be safe and hope to see you all 

on the road soon!   Later’s       

Bill Smith D-1 Rep. 

Hello D5: 

 

 Here we are in the middle of May as I'm making 

this report, the roads are starting to open up 

now.  Weather is starting to get a little bit warmer, 

restrictions are starting to go away so I'm really  

looking forward to see you all on the open road.   

 Please be safe and have fun while you're out 

there, watch out for the other guy because they're 

not looking for you.  

 Looks like there's a bunch of upcoming runs with 

different organizations around the state so hopefully 

seeing you at some of these events.   

 Please support ABATE of Colorado and just have 

fun while you’re riding. 

Madd Dog Dave 

D-5 Rep 
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DISTRICT 13 

Frederick/Dacono 

Dale “Bear” Meade, Rep 

303-642-7118 

DISTRICT 14 

Summit County 

Bill Housh, Co-Rep 

970-389-5557   

News from the Districts (continued) 

Hey D13,   

 

 Summer's coming so I figure everyone has their 

bikes ready to roll. There are a lot of rides every  

weekend, so be careful out there, but enjoy the decent 

weather when you can.  

 It looks like CO is opening up more and more at our 

local food and beverage places. If you need some ideas 

of what sites to see, ABATE has our Statewide Tour 

Book for sale to give you plenty of things to see and 

places to go. Let me know if you want a book, I can get 

you one.  

 Keep in mind that D13 will have it's annual Rodeo 

coming up on October 2 so reserve that date. Mee-ngs 

are at Pinocchio's at I25 and Hwy52 at 7pm on the  

second Wednesday of every month so come on out and 

join us.  

 Get out to some of the other district's rides if you 

get the chance.  

 

Ride safe, ride smart, ride sober.    

See ya on down the road,      

 

Bear   D13 Rep  

Well it finally looks like it ‘may’ stop snowing 

some-me in the near future. That would be 

nice since a group of us are touring northwest 

Colorado over the Member Day weekend. 

Should be a good ride and we will be visi-ng 

some areas that — at least for me — will be a 

first.  

 The High Al-tude Poker Run is set for July 

10th. Star-ng from the Mountain Lyon Café in 

Silverthorne and ending at Mother’s Saloon in 

Georgetown. Traveling about 265 miles over 

Rabbit Ears, Gore and Berthoud passes  

provides a great riding adventure. 

 Looking forward to seeing you all on the 

10th. 

Tom Pulkrabek 

Just a Member 

LIKE US LIKE US LIKE US LIKE US     

and  

FOLLOW US FOLLOW US FOLLOW US FOLLOW US  

on FACEBOOK 

facebook.com/ABATEofColorado 

Our lifestyle as riders is threatened in a way it never has 

been. I’m not an alarmist, but I know that driverless cars 

will be on our highways in the blink of an eye… and there 

is no federal law requiring automakers to include algo-

rithms for these vehicles to detect and respond to motor-

cycles. I bet the Arizona police officer who was hit while 

on his motorcycle by a Tesla on autopilot would be inter-

ested to know that.  — Kirk “Hardtail” Willard, Motorcycle 

Riders Founda�on Chairman 
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News from the Districts (continued) 

DISTRICT 16 

Evergreen/Conifer 

Dennis “Stump” Haberstumpf, Rep 

303-816-0909 

DISTRICT 17 

Littleton 

Phillip Strasser, Rep 

303-903-5968 

Hello D-16, 

 

 On Sunday, we (Jim, Val & I) had our first face-

to-face mee-ng since March 2020. We met at the 

Snowpack Taproom at 11:00 am. I couldn't find a 

place to meet that serves breakfast so we are kind 

of limited to not having our mee-ng at 9:30. We 

won’t be mee-ng there anymore as their menu 

was very limited and quite pricey. Since we’re now 

mee-ng at 11:00 on the 2
nd

 Sunday of the month, 

other places have become available. I confirmed 

having a mee-ng at Crossroads Pub & Grill, so 

we’ll meet there on June 13
th

 at 11:00 am. They 

have a nice outside pa-o which could work very 

well for us. Hope to see you there. 

 I won't go into a legisla-ve update because it’s 

included elsewhere in the Spokesman. The big 

topic of discussion was the Blessing of the Bikes 

Poker Run. D-16 hosts the event so I could use a 

few more volunteers to help out and specially to 

a;end the run. It will be Saturday, July 10th.  

Please let me know if you can help out. Mainly, 

need some people to man the stops. Thanks to 

those who have volunteered already. We've got 

the route set, the ID tags and the paperwork 

ready, and most of the door prizes purchased, so 

all we need now is a few volunteers and lots of 

par-cipants! 

 At the D-16 mee-ng I also gave a summary of 

the May SBOD mee-ng: gave out 1 dona-on  

request of a Rider Ed. class; as of May 1st,  

interlocks are now legal on motorcycles; Rider Ed. 

is doing fair, but we have a big issue with a lack of 

enough instructors; membership is 255 for the 

state and 12 for D-16; the Finance commi;ee  

researched and the Board approved a RES System 

where the rider ed students now pay the fee for 

using a credit card instead of ABATE paying the 

fee; and the Board approved a membership pro-

mo-on where the District Rep. can offer new 

memberships to people a;ending their district 

event for half price. Runs and events: Saturday, 

7/17 SBOD mee-ng in Rye, CO.; and Sunday, 

8/15, D-17 Dart Poker Run. 

 

More updates later.... 

Be safe and stay healthy, 

Stump 

Gree-ngs to you all...... 

 

As You read this with riding season under way 

there are a couple of rides coming up . D16 is  

having the Blessing of the Bikes on July 10th 

star-ng at In the Zone. Registra-on starts 9:30 

am .... and the other is D14 will have their High 

Al-tude ride on July 10th as well..... both rides are 

a lot of fun so don’t miss out and be sure to show 

them your support. 

 As for the latest legisla-ve news don’t forget to 

read Stumps ar-cle in this Spokesman..... 

 Be sure to check the ABATE website events  

calendar for more up coming events and info... 

 Remember to ride like you’re invisible and be 

20 steps ahead of the cage drivers.....they don’t 

see you....... 

 

Un-l next -me...... 

keep the shiny side up and the rubber side down.... 

 

Phill  
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ABATE OF COLORADO 

DISTRICT MEETING INFORMATION 

Remember: You can attend ANY district meeting that 

works with your schedule.  

 District 1  Meetings Call Bill Smith  

     970-768-2989  for times/location   

     of meetings in the Sterling/Fort   

     Morgan area, or visit District 1’s   

     page at  www.abateofcolo.org 

 District 5  Meets 2nd Monday, 7:00 PM   

     Great Scott’s Eatery  

     1295 Cortez Street      

     Denver  CO 

   POC: David Cawley 720-899-7073 

  District 13  Meets 2nd Wednesday, 7:00 PM   

     Pinocchio’s 

     I25 & Hwy 52  

     Dacono/Frederick CO 

  POC: Bear Meade 303-642-7118 

District 14  Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:00  PM  

    Carlos Mexican Bar & Grill 

    857 N Summit Blvd  

    Frisco, CO 

  POC:  Brad Lehmkuhl  970-468-5348 

    Bill Housh 970-389-5557 

 District 16  Meets 2nd Sunday, 11:00 AM  

     Crossroads Pub & Grill  

     16 Mount Evans Blvd  

     Pine CO  

  POC: Stump 303-816-0909 

 District 17  Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 PM     

     The Shack  

     NW Corner of Mineral/Broadway    

     Englewood  CO 

  POC: Phill Strasser 303-903-5968  

 

UPCOMING	

EVENTS	

WWW.ABATEOFCOLO.ORG/RIDES-

EVENTS 

July  10th — D16 Blessing of Bikes  

July 10th — D14 High Altitude Poker Run 

August 15th — D17 Dart Poker Run 

October 2nd —District 13 Rodeo 

December 31st — Last Brass Monkey Run 

 Statewide Tour—January 1—December 31, 

2021 

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY  

TRAINING COURSES 

SEE FULL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS,   

PRICING, SCHEDULES 

AND/OR 

REGISTER ONLINE  

abateofcolo.org/motorcycle-training/

#register 

CURRENT ABATE MEMBERS IN GOOD 

STANDING  

RECEIVE A CLASS DISCOUNT!  

CALL 303-789-3264 FOR DETAILS. 
 

CHECK OUT THE NEW ADVANCED RIDER COURSE (UBBRC) 

 

GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE 
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www.abateofcolo.org 

Preserving the rights of all   

motorcyclists 

 I recently made a short trip to  

Washington, D.C. for the MRF Board 

mee-ng prior to the 2021 Bikers Inside the 

Beltway. I leJ on Sunday, arriving in D.C. 

aJer hours on the plane (had to make a  

connec-on), a;ended the Board mee-ng on 

Monday and then hopped over for another 

long day at  

airports/planes. I got home too late (for me) 

to eat supper – my family had ordered  

Chinese takeout – but since I have sweet 

teeth (yes, that’s plural), I did grab a fortune 

cookie to munch on while I was unpacking. 

The fortune in that cookie was “When  

weaving a net, every thread counts”.   

 Think of our organiza-on(s) as a net. 

Many of the threads are showing a lot of 

wear and tear so should probably be  

reinforced. We have a few newer, stronger 

ones, but not enough to strengthen the  

Every	Thread	Counts...	

(Con�nued on next page) 
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older ones.  Not to men-on that, as every angler knows, if you want to catch bigger fish, or more fish, a larger 

net could come in right handy! So how do we make a bigger, stronger net? Simple… every thread we gather 

counts. We are those threads.  

 We all know recrui-ng friends isn’t easy. There’s one excuse aJer another for why people don’t want to 

join an organiza-on…  

  “Nothing you guys are figh-ng for applies to me.” When the warranty on that expensive new toy of yours is 

voided because you inadvertently used the wrong fuel, maybe you’ll rethink that.  

 “I wear a helmet.” ABATE is not an--helmet, we are an--helmet law. We’re adults and take responsibility 

for ourselves. As my friend and accomplice says, “if they tried to pass a law saying we couldn’t wear a helmet, 

we’d fight that, too.” 

 “I don’t ride.” Almost everyone has a family member or someone they care about who does ride. Join for 

them or giJ them a membership.   

 Why does it ma;er?  

 Did you know that un-l the mid-90s, insurance companies could deny health coverage to motorcyclists? 

ABATE of Colorado worked with the Colorado legislature to ban that discriminatory prac-ce. How about 

a;empts by the government to ban motorcycles with engines larger than 650cc? Motorcycle Riders  

Founda-on (MRF) got that one killed. You’ve likely seen the news covering all these new autonomous (self-

driving) vehicles – you know, the ones that no one in planning considered motorcycles when they were  

teaching these vehicles what not to hit? Thank your MRF and your states rights motorcycle organiza-ons 

(SMRO) for geMng motorcycles added in to that planning.  

 This is just a very, very few of the ba;les your SMROs and MRF are figh-ng on a daily basis – for YOU! Isn’t 

it -me for you to lend a hand strengthening our net? Gather those threads!  

 I’ve even made it easy for you. Applica-ons for both ABATE and the MRF are right here in front of you. All 

you have to do is  join! 

 For less than 10 cents a day you can buy a single membership in ABATE or MRF. Or you can join both for 

less than 20 cents a day. Join now and we’ll send you this adorable membership kit to remind you of the work 

you’re helping do.  

 Tell  ‘em Deb sent ya! 
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BY SCOTT O’SULLIVAN, FOUNDER OF RIDER JUSTICE 

Where Do Most Motorcycle Accidents Occur in 

Colorado? 

(Con�nued on Page 13) 

Event Announcement 

 Now that the country seems to be opening back up, I’m excited to announce: Rider Jus-ce is now the offi-

cial sponsor of the Four Corners Motorcycle Rally in Durango Sept. 3-5 – we hope to see you there over Labor 

Day weekend! 

 While I find myself excited for all the fun the riding season brings, I would be remiss if I didn’t also bring up 

safety. I’m hoping both motorcyclists and auto drivers alike will be on the lookout for each other. In this quar-

ter’s ar-cle, I want to answer a ques-on that I recently received from a rider.  

Where Do Most Motorcycle Accidents Occur in Colorado? 

 I oJen get asked about the most dangerous intersec-ons in Denver. However, when analyzing where most 

motorcycle accidents happen, I have to say that it’s very similar to where most auto accidents occur:  

intersec-ons. And the number-one cause of motorcycle accidents is leJ-hand turns in front of oncoming traffic. 

 Now, I do not mean that motorcyclists always pull in front of cars. In fact, all too oJen, cars underes-mate 

how fast motorcycles are traveling and pull out in front of them when taking a leJ-hand turn. Or, auto drivers 

maintain that they never saw the motorcycle coming. Of course, in both of these types of accidents, the auto 

driver is at fault. But that does li;le to soothe the rider who was driving legally and suddenly smashed into.  

 When you are approaching an intersec-on, use extreme cau-on.  

 Another place where most motorcycle accidents occur in Colorado is on highways and open roads. This is 

because of the high speeds. Motorcyclists get a bad rap for being speed demons (and we’ve all seen the riders 

who give us this reputa-on), but most of the riders I know are responsible and law-abiding. However, even 

when a motorcyclist is traveling at the speed limit, highway speeds are very high and crashes at those speeds 

are generally tragic for motorcyclists. 

 So, the two places that motorcycle accidents occur the most are intersec-ons and highways. Please be  

vigilant and ride defensively anywhere you ride, but especially when approaching an intersec-on and on a 

highway. 

New riders look to you. 

 As members of ABATE, the riding community looks to you for leadership. Obviously, your organiza-on is 

proac-ve on riding skills and rider training classes and I thank you for that!   

 What I want to challenge you to do now is ask new riders you meet – and your long-me friends for that 

ma;er – about their insurance. If someone says, “I have full coverage,” sirens should go off in your head. “Full 

coverage” is an insurance industry term that means you have the state minimum. I can tell you from  
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experience, that amount of insurance does li;le aJer a motorcycle accident. Especially inquire if they have 

uninsured and underinsured coverage – those components are key.  

 What about the other guy’s insurance, you ask? Very oJen, the “other guy” doesn’t have insurance or is 

underinsured. You must protect yourself. I am always available to review any rider’s insurance to make sure 

they are covered. Just call or text me at: 303-388-5304. You can also see the insurance I recommend at  

RiderJus-ce.com. 
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WHAT IS THE STATEWIDE TOUR? 

Maybe you’ve seen men-on of the 

Statewide Tour in the Spokesman and 

wondered “Just what is the Statewide 

Tour?” 

 The ABATE Statewide Tour is a year-

long ‘event’ that encourages  

motorcyclists to explore our beau-ful 

state while taking advantage of our 

great riding seasons. Each year, four 

new categories are chosen and the 

guide is published. The goal is to visit as many of the places in each category as you can in one year.  

 For your first year of par-cipa-on, you’ll want to get a patch. The cost for the patch and book is $15. (AJer 

the first year, you’ll only need the guide book). At the end of the year, turn in your book with the pictures or 

receipts or anything  that shows you visited a place and get rockers for that category.  

 Sound like fun? See your district rep or call the ABATE office to get started  Exploring Colorado! 

I’m not a conspiracy  

theorist, but I know that the 

federal government is ag-

gressively pursuing a new 

program “Road to  

Zero” which is modeled off a 

Swedish ini-a-ve and aims 

to reduce highway fatali-es 

to zero over the next 30 

years. Great goal. But would 

you be  

interested to know that the 

government official in  

Sweden who came up with 

the concept suggested that, 

for this goal to be  

truly achievable,  

motorcycles had no place on 

the roads? 

 

— Kirk “Hardtail” Willard, 

Chairman MRF 



June 2021 Spokesman Page 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to Help Raise Funds 

for ABATE with a one 

time, one easy step? 

 Do you shop King  

Soopers, City Market or Loaf 

and Jug?  Then you can  

easily help raise funds for 

ABATE of  Colorado.  All you 

need to do is register your 

King Soopers/City  

Market rewards card and 

designate ABATE of Colorado 

as your preferred non-profit.  

Easy as that.   

 Through the King Soopers 

Community Rewards  

program King Soopers will 

donate to registered  

non-profits, based on the 

amount of money spent, a 

portion of that money spent.  

This program was done 

through King Soopers gift 

cards tied to a non-profit but 

they have simplified the  

program.   

 You will still earn your 

reward points, you may pay 

with any method of payment 

you prefer, you simply swipe 

your rewards card, that you 

have registered, and ABATE 

of Colorado earns a portion. 

 Log on to  

www.kingsoopers.com/

communityrewards and set 

ABATE of Colorado as your  

preferred charity. 

 

  



 

 

ABATE of Colorado 
1701 Chambers Rd, Unit K 
Aurora, CO 80011 
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Your support is greatly appreciatedYour support is greatly appreciatedYour support is greatly appreciatedYour support is greatly appreciated    

    

Torch & Sue Barr                    Mark Buckner                                          

Karen carr                            Mike Cole & Becky Archuleta                                             

Will Ensign                  dale “bear” meade           

Duane & Bonnie Roller                  Will & Eduarda Rutledge 
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