
 

 

 

February 2021 

 

 

Hello from the State Coordinator 

 I am proud to say that I am a part of this organiza�on and proud of all those that have been a part of it last 

year. 2020 has not been an easy year for many of us, but I believe that it has made most of us stop and think.  

We have been quaran�ned, afraid, and misled. Some got sick and some have suffered great losses, and our 

hearts go out to them. With all that said, we are s�ll thriving in 2021. 

 

 ABATE of Colorado is looking forward to serving the motorcycling community with many training classes 

and educa�on for the next year. Most of our training classes will be reduced in numbers, but we feel that we 

can s�ll provide for those that need and want that training. Please help ABATE promote and be as proud as I 

am in what we have been able to provide. 

 

 With all the uncertainty in the year to come we are s�ll making plans for District rides and events. However, 

many of those events will be different than in the past. ABATE will follow all restric�ons and recommenda�ons 

from state and local authori�es. Please help and support your district in the best way you can! We are a volun-

tary organiza�on and need your support to make these events happen. 

 

 This year in legisla�on many things may be different.  No one knows what to expect with the changes we 

will be facing with our government, but with our great support person {Stump} I am sure we will all be kept 

informed. Stay tuned in and support our legisla�on team. Believe it or not, it takes members to make a differ-

ence, and make our voices stronger. Only �me will tell!!! 

 

 As for myself, both me and my wife have re�red and have bought our re�rement home in Rye, Colorado. 

We are definitely looking forward to moving in March. This is new to both of us a7er many years of employ-

ment.  I am s�ll staying as State Coordinator and will do what I can to see this organiza�on succeed and grow.     

 

Thank you,     
 
Larry W Montgomery             
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STUMP’S LEGISLATIVE NEWS 
ABATE Legislative Affairs Specialist            

stumpandval@msn.com 

 

(Con�nued on Page 3) 

Hello Concerned Motorcyclists, 

 The 1
st

 session of the 73
rd

 Colorado General Assembly convened on Wednesday, January 13, 2021. I didn’t 

a?end, due to the pandemic and restric�ons at the Capitol, but I watched the proceedings via the General 

Assembly’s website. They basically met for three days this week to handle general rou�ne du�es, such as 

elec�ng leaders, swearing in the “newbies”, and assigning members to various commi?ees. 

 The Leaders in the Senate this year are: Sen. Garcia – President of the Senate; Sen. Donovan – President 

Pro Tempore; Sen. Fenberg – Majority Leader; and Sen. Holbert – Minority Leader. The Senate consists of 20 

Democrats and 15 Republicans this year. 

 The Leaders in the House this year are: Rep. Garne? – Speaker of the House; Rep. Esgar – Majority Leader; 

and Rep. McKean – Minority Leader. The House consists of 41 Democrats and 24 Republicans.  

 The number of commi?ees remains the same as last year but some of the names have been changed to 

address certain issues and some of the number of commi?ee members has changed. The Senate commi?ees 

kept the same names but there are three changes in the House:  

 

1. The Rural Affairs & Agriculture Commi?ee is now the Agriculture, Livestock, & Water Commi?ee;  

2.  The Public Health Care & Human Services Commi?ee is now the Public & Behavioral Health & Human Ser-

vices Commi?ee;  

3.  The State, Veterans & Military Affairs Commi?ee is now the State, Civic, Military, & Veteran Affairs  

Commi?ee.  

 

 As far as transporta�on issues, the Senate s�ll has the Transporta�on and Energy Commi?ee and the 

House s�ll has the Transporta�on & Local Government Commi?ee, so when those commi?ees meet to  

discuss transporta�on bills, they might be mixed in with non-transporta�on issues. The members on the  

Senate Transporta�on & Energy Commi?ee are (seven this year instead of five): Sen. Winter – Chair; Sen 

Pe?erson – Vice-chair; Sen. Coram; Sen. Donovan; Sen. Hisey; Sen. Sco?; and Sen. Zenzinger.  

 The members on the House Transporta�on & Local Government Commi?ee are: Rep. Exum – Chair; Rep. 

Gray – Vice-chair; Rep. Arndt; Rep. Catlin; Rep. Froelich; Rep. Hooton; Rep. Pico; Rep. Rich; Rep. Sullivan; Rep. 

D. Valdez; and Rep. Van Winkle. I’ll send out their contact informa�on in my next LegTeam update. 

 As I men�oned, they met for three days this week and will now recess �ll February 16
th

 due to the  

pandemic. It was quite a “whirlwind” three days with the Senate passing three bills, four Senate Joint Resolu-

�ons; four  Senate Resolu�ons, and one Senate Joint Memorial. The House was just as busy, passing four bills; 

two House Joint Resolu�ons, and four House Resolu�ons. I say this was a “whirlwind” session because the bills 

and joint resolu�ons had to be passed through both chambers (2
nd

 and 3
rd

 readings) in addi�on to mul�ple 

commi?ees. The bills pertained mostly to COVID Relief packages for small businesses and debt collec�on. 

While the  
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(Con�nued from Page 2) 

resolu�ons dealt with legisla�ve rules and commi?ees. The one Memorial was about keeping the Space  

Command Center in Colorado Springs instead of moving it to Huntsville AL. 

 The Legislature recessed un�l Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021, but could be called back earlier if an emergency  

arises or it could be delayed un�l later due to the pandemic. 

 Since none of this informa�on really has anything to do with motorcyclist issues or concerns, you probably 

wonder why I even went to the effort of presen�ng this. But I know maybe one or two of you do care about the 

legisla�ve process and maybe (hopefully) my passion will inspire some more of you to become more  

legisla�vely ac�ve. The bills that are passed just might have a direct effect on you, so you might want to let 

your voice be heard. I’ll “try” to limit my future reports to motorcycle/transporta�on concerns and con�nue to 

get out “Ac�on Alerts” when needed. 

 Lastly, if you know of anyone who wants to join the LegTeam to help “get the word out “, send me an email 

at stumpandval@msn.com.  

Be safe and stay healthy, 

Stump 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL REPORT 

Don Enninga 

Northeast Regional Coordinator 

denninga1954@gmail.com  

 The world around us can change in an instant.  This has happened for some friends in our motorcycling 

community with the passing of two wonderful people.  Terry Kanzler and Walt Hardesty have le7 this earthly 

life way too soon.  Both were great people, had a love for life, and enjoyed family and friends.  No one knows 

the hour or the day that death will take us but it is a certainty that this will happen to all of us. 

 Life is too short to be mad or upset about the trivial things in life so I hope that all of you will find a way to 

get beyond whatever you have going on that upsets you.  We all need to work together to protect our rights.  

The current China virus pandemic has created so many issues for everyone so my prayer is for people to be 

able to work through the problems and come up with solu�ons, enjoy life and look for the best in what we do. 

 Everyone please be safe and healthy in 2021.  This year can and will be as good or as challenging as you 

want it to be.  Consider what you wish to accomplish, what is important in your life, and take a moment to  

reflect on what you would do with your life. 

 God’s blessings! 

 

RespecRully Submi?ed, 

Don Enninga, NE Regional Coordinator 
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1701 Chambers Road, Unit K 

Aurora, CO 80011 

(P) 303-789-3264   (F) 303-789-2915 

www.abateofcolo.org 

abategeneral@abateofcolo.org 

CONTACT	US	

METRO REGIONAL REPORT 

by 

Michael Gray, Metro Regional Coordinator 

mikeanddeb303@msn.com   

Hello ABATE of Colorado                  

 It has been good to see everyone these last few months and I am looking forward to the coming year.  

 All of the districts have submi?ed dates for their events and we are moving forward. The 2021 Tour Book 

is available. Rider Training will be back with possibly some new motorcycles for the students.     

 Speaking of looking ahead, Mark Buckner spoke at the state board about rebuilding ABATE’s membership 

and geUng our name out to the riding public. So, if you have any ideas or sugges�ons on ways to implement 

this please bring them to your district mee�ngs so we can begin to restore our organiza�on.     

 Also an interes�ng sta�s�c I found is “With the return of Daylight Saving Time there is a 6% first week 

spike in fatal vehicle crashes”. I know this is a li?le early but I wanted to get this out to you all before the �me 

change happened.                  

 Anyway, back to motorcycling. As the riding season winds down we need to keep two things in mind. First, 

your bike will be unused for longer periods of �me. You might consider adding a fuel stabilizer at fill-ups. This 

will keep the gas from turning to varnish in the carb or injectors, plus some have a cleaning aspect. Keeping 

the tank full will also reduce condensa�on.       

 The ba?ery will also need some a?en�on. If it is not a sealed unit dis�lled water must be added to keep 

the electrolyte at the proper level. The terminals should be �ght and have no corrosion. An automa�c 

charger is also helpful. Not only for keeping the ba?ery ready to go, it will also extend the ba?ery life.  

 If your bike sits in one place for an extended period of �me, flat spots can develop. Air pressure, as  

always, is a concern. Keep the psi at normal riding levels.   

 Other items to be checked are �re wear, wheel bearings, drive chains and belts, cables, linkages, and 

ligh�ng. A good cleaning and polish would also be in order.            

 Secondly, your skill as a rider will diminish through lack of use. When you drive your car you can employ 

the same awareness and tac�cs as riding, this will help. Warming the �res on winter rides is very important. 

This is also a good �me to prac�ce slow speed maneuvers.  

 Remember, along with the �res the oil will require more  

�me to reach opera�ng temperature.   

                  

Be safe and ride well,  

Mike.                 
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ABATE OF COLORADO 

DISTRICT MEETING INFORMATION 

Remember: You can attend ANY district meeting that 

works with your schedule.  

 

District 13  Meets 2nd Wednesday, 7:00 PM   

     Pinocchio’s 

     I25 & Hwy 52  

     Dacono/Frederick CO 

  POC: Bear Meade 303-642-7118 

District 14  Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:00  PM  

    Carlos Mexican Bar & Grill 

    857 N Summit Blvd  

    Frisco, CO 

  POC:  Brad Lehmkuhl  970-468-5348 

    Bill Housh 970-389-5557 

 District 16  Meets 2nd Sunday, 9:30 AM  

     Cactus Jacks Saloon & Grill  

     4651 Hwy 73  

     Evergreen CO  

  POC: Stump 303-816-0909 

 District 17  Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 PM     

     The Shack  

     NW Corner of Mineral/Broadway    

     Englewood  CO 

  POC: Phill Strasser 303-903-5968  

 District 1  Meetings Call Bill Smith  

     970-768-2989  for times/location   

     of meetings in the Sterling/Fort   

     Morgan area, or visit District 1’s   

     page at  www.abateofcolo.org 

  District 5  Meets 2nd Monday, 7:00 PM   

     Great Scott’s Eatery  

     1295 Cortez Street      

     Denver  CO 

   POC: David Cawley 720-899-7073 

News from the Districts  

DISTRICT 1 

Fort Morgan/Sterling/Eastern CO  

Bill Smith, Rep 

970-768-2989 

Hello from D-1 

 Weather is nice most days if you can stand 

some extra wind helping you along the way of 

riding. It’s a new year and hopefully we can 

plan events and even get to go to them. We are 

planning our Sandhill’s Poker Run for May 2
nd

, 

2021. Otherwise, we will just have our Monthly 

Mee�ngs. 

 Our February Mee�ng will be somewhere 

new this year, it’s on February 7
th

 at The Jones 

House in Greeley (3109 West O Street, 80631). 

 Our March Mee�ng will be at the Queen’s 

Lounge in Fort Morgan (112 W. Kiowa Ave.) 

 Please have fun while out riding and  

hopefully you can make it to the other Districts’ 

events this year.        

 See ya on the road!       

 Bill (Snake) Smith        

 D-1 Rep. 
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News from the Districts (continued) 

DISTRICT 5 

Denver Metro 

Dave Cawley, Rep 

720-899-7073 

Hello District 5: 

 I hope all of you had a great and marvelous  

Happy New Year. 

 ABATE of Colorado is rebounding from a slow 

year last year, due to COVID and hopefully 2021 

will be a be?er year. 

 I'm reminding all my members to go out and  

support other districts' events, which will be in 

the Spokesman.  

  D5's main fundraiser will be the Snow's Gone 

Let's Ride or SGLR on May 23rd.  We will start at 

In the Zone in Golden.  Looking forward to a great 

year.   

 Celeste, Ziggy and I have been riding when the 

weather is 50+. 

Keep safe and healthy, 

Madd Dog 

DISTRICT 13 

Frederick/Dacono 

Dale “Bear” Meade, Rep 

303-642-7118 

Hey D13,    

 We cancelled our Sweetheart's Dance this year but 

our D13 Rodeo is scheduled for Oct.2. Everybody mark 

your calendars and come on out to the Rodeo. We had a 

great �me last year and were invited back to the  

AMERICAN LEGION POST 1985 in Firestone so we can 

have a great �me again in 2021.   

 Our mee�ngs are at Pinocchio's at I25 & Hwy 52. The 

next mee�ng will be on Feb.10 at 7pm.  

 Our legislature convened on Jan.13 and then took a 

recess. If there are any major motorcycle related bills or 

infrastructure bills when they get back in session I will 

keep you posted.   

 Un�l then, be careful if you're out riding. Motorists 

aren't looking for motorcycles this �me of year.     

 

See ya on down the road,     

Bear D13 REP 

 There’s really not much of anything to write about at this �me since the district does not hold a December 

mee�ng and our January mee�ng will be held a7er this ar�cle is due.  

 This �me of year (ski season) finds all of us up here busy while the snow keeps us from riding (bikes, not 

boards) so all we can say is we look forward to the Spring thaw. 

 I was in the Denver area the other day and saw a couple of individuals on their two wheel machines. Not 

happening right now for us but that will be coming in a few more months. Really shows the difference in what 

a few thousand feet of eleva�on above sea level does to the climate! 

Tom Pulkrabek 

(Just a Member) 

DISTRICT 14 

Summit County 

Bill Housh, Co-Rep 

970-389-5557   
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News from the Districts (continued) 

DISTRICT 16 

Evergreen/Conifer 

Dennis “Stump” Haberstumpf, Rep 

303-816-0909 

Hello D-16, 

 Well, we s�ll haven’t figured out how to have a  

physical mee�ng for our district during this pandemic 

crisis, but I hope my updates are keeping you all  

informed enough as to the happenings of ABATE. I’m 

s�ll open to having a zoom mee�ng if anyone is  

interested. Then again if and when Cactus Jacks opens 

before 11:00 AM we can start having our mee�ngs back 

over there. Or as I men�oned before, do we want to 

change our mee�ng �me or place? Let me know if any 

of these op�ons appeal to you. 

 As for this month’s updates, we held our  

January SBOD Mee�ng yesterday. Here’s a brief  

summary of the mee�ng: pursue another PPP loan from 

the Feds – must be spent on wages, rent, and general 

office supplies; Rider Ed. Training – BRC for 2020:  

projected 1050 / actual 833; BRC2:  

projected 140 / actual 81; (therefore we didn’t have 

quite the income we hoped for); also had an issue with 

MOST about non-working training bikes at the training 

sites;  

 O’Sullivan will be sponsoring the 2021  

Spokesman issues; looking into upda�ng our website; 

discussed about geUng old districts back involved; 

membership – State 274 / D-16 13;  

assigned members to various commi?ees; 2021  

State-wide tour books are now available: and had guest 

speaker, Mark Buckner, to talk about Strategic Planning 

and growing our membership. 

 I’ve also started working on D-16’s Blessing of the 

Bikes Run. It’s tenta�vely scheduled for Sat. May 1
st

, but 

the “Dam-Panic” could change that. Trying to coordinate 

things with CMA and might even change the star�ng 

loca�on. More later ….  

 As always, feel free to contact me if you have 

any ques�ons or want more info about the  

happenings in ABATE. 

Stump 

DISTRICT 17 

Littleton 

Phillip Strasser, Rep 

303-903-5968 

Gree�ngs D-17………. 

 

 I am looking forward to a good riding season 

ahead and things geUng back to “normal” (or I 

should say a “new normal’  and not being cooped 

up in the house.) 

 There are a lot of rides to kick off the 2021  

riding season. D-16 is planning the Blessing of the 

Bikes on the 1st of May and on May 2nd D-1 has 

the Sand Hills Poker Run. Also D-5 has the 

Snow’s Gone, Let’s Ride on Sunday May 23rd. I 

hope to see you on one or all of these rides — it 

will be a lot of fun. 

 Just a reminder D-17’s mee�ngs are on the 

third Tuesday of the month at The Shack. 7pm —

hope to see you there! 

 That’s all I have for now…. 

Thanks 

Phill 
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MRF	REPORTS	

DALE ‘BEAR’ MEADE—MRF STATE REP 

Hello Fellow Riders,     
 One of our longtime MRF members and a staunch supporter of motorcycle rights, Sherm Packard, has just 
been elected to Speaker of the House in New Hampshire. GO SHERM!!  
    Last month President-elect Joe Biden picked former South Bend, Indiana Mayor Pete Buttigieg to lead the 
U.S. Transportation Dept. He will play a prominent role in Biden's administration to rebuild the nation's roads and 
bridges. If confirmed by the Senate, he'll be a big part of the Biden's plan, with Congress, to reach a deal on how 
to pay for infrastructure spending. They have a September deadline. 
    On Jan.3, the 117th Congress was sworn in  and all bills not agreed to from the 2019--2020 session needed 
to be reintroduced. Even though there were over 130 bi-partisan sponsors, H.RES. 255, the Motorcyclists  
Profiling Resolution, was not brought to the floor for a vote. The leadership in the House Motorcycle Caucus has 
already reached out to your MRF about plans to reintroduce the profiling resolution in 2021. The Motorcycle  
Riders Foundation is committed to seeing the House of Representatives pass this resolution, just as the Senate 
did in 2018. The fight goes on. 
    The Washington,D.C, group, Advocates For Highway and Auto Safety, (AHAS),  released their 2021 state 
highway rankings. As with a lot of "safety" groups, they have a flawed view that safer crashes are better than no 
crashes. AHAS takes direct aim at the over 30 states that have a freedom of choice regarding helmet laws. They 
choose to completely ignore the fact that the highest mc fatality rate, in Mississippi, has a mandatory helmet law. 
The state with the lowest fatality rate, Montana, doesn't require helmets for those riders over 18.  
    On Jan. 15, the EPA announced a "Notice of Public Rulemaking" regarding labels on E15 fuel pump dispens-
ers. The EPA proposed 2 potential changes to fuel pump labels. The first is modification of current warning la-
bels. The 2nd is to get rid of the labels altogether.  The modified labels changes would possibly be:removing the 
"attention" stripe; removing the phrase "E15" and put in "contains up to 15% ethanol; replace "Use only in" with 
"safe for use in"; replace "don't use in" with "avoid use in"; put "prohibited" in smaller letters so as to be less no-
ticeable. Obviously, the EPA is knuckling under to ethanol groups who could care less if we have higher emis-
sions, less fuel mileage, or blown engines, as long as it profits their bottom line. 
     There is a group that started here in Colorado called "COLORADO CORN". This group has teamed up with 
the  American Lung Association and Kum & Go service stations to launch a campaign called "Look for the blue 
hose". They are promoting the use of E15 to consumers, but for motorcyclists it's an awareness campaign to 
look for the blue hoses at service stations and avoid that hose, since it dispenses E15. There is no statement as 
to what will happen at stations with blender pumps or only one hose, so I'll keep you posted as I learn more 
about this group and their agenda. 
    As you can see, there is a lot going on out there in politics. Get your friends and riding buddies to join the  
Motorcycle Riders Foundation and support those of us who work diligently for all of you.   
 
Ride safe, ride sober, ride free.     
See ya on down the road,      
 
Bear   CO MRF REP 
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EPA Announces Rulemaking on Fuel Pump Labels 

EPA	ANNOUNCES	RULEMAKING	ON	FUEL	PUMP	LABLES	

REPRINTED FROM  MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION, JANUARY 15, 2021 

 Today, the Environmental Protec�on Agency (EPA) announced a “No�ce of Public Rulemaking” regarding 

labels on E15 fuel dispensers. In the no�ce, the EPA proposed two poten�al changes to the current fuel pump 

labels related to E15. The first is modifica�on of the current label and the second is removal of the label alto-

gether. 

 The modified label proposal contains these possible changes: 

Removing the “A?en�on” stripe along the upper right corner of the label. 

Removing the phrase “E15” from the label, while including the language “contains up to 15% percent 

ethanol”. 

Revising the language “Use only in” to “Safe for use in”. 

Revising the language “Don’t use in” to “Avoid use in”. 

Revising the format of the word “prohibited” such that it is not in bold and italicized type. 

 The proposed total removal of the label would likely mean that Federal Trade Commission and the Clean Air 

Act regula�ons would have to be adjusted or accounted for. 

 The Motorcycle Riders Founda�on (MRF) is concerned that either of these proposals will lead more  

consumers choosing the incorrect fuel for their vehicles. 

 The MRF will submit comments to the EPA on our posi�on in the next 90 days. Addi�onally, we will  

con�nue to advocate that Congress pass a law requiring strong labeling requirements. Consumers must know 

not only what they are puUng in their vehicles, but also the poten�al harm different blends of fuel can do to 

their engines. 
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Want to Help Raise Funds for ABATE 

with a one time, one easy step? 

 Do you shop King Soopers, City Market or 

Loaf and Jug?  Then you can easily help raise 

funds for ABATE of  Colorado.  All you need 

to do is register your King Soopers/City  

Market rewards card and designate ABATE 

of Colorado as your preferred non-profit.  

Easy as that.   

 Through the King Soopers Community  

Rewards program King Soopers will donate 

to registered non-profits, based on the 

amount of money spent, a portion of that 

money spent.  This program was done 

through King Soopers gift cards tied to a non

-profit but they have simplified the program.   

 You will still earn your reward points, you 

may pay with any method of payment you 

prefer, you simply swipe your rewards card, 

that you have registered, and ABATE of  

Colorado earns a portion. 

 Log on to  www.kingsoopers.com/

communityrewards and set ABATE of  

Colorado as your preferred charity. 

 

 By Ben Purvis 

 It might sound more science fic�on than  

science fact, but Honda has filed a patent showing 

that it’s working on a brain-wave-detec�on  

system to help future motorcycles know their  

riders’ inten�ons. Why? So that onboard safety 

systems can ensure the bike does what you want 

even if your control inputs are clumsy.  

 The new patent applica�on comes from  

Honda’s Los Angeles-based R&D Americas facility 

and aims to improve the way man and motorcycle 

interact. It might seem futuris�c, but in a world 

where Elon Musk is developing brain-implant 

“neurotechnology” that gives a direct connec�on 

between mind and computer (via his Neuralink 

company), the idea of a bike that can read your 

thoughts might not be so far-fetched.  

(Ar�cle reprinted from  Cycle World November 30, 

2000. ) 

Back	to	the	Future?	

 

ABATE of Colorado joins with  

others in the motorcycle rights   

community in expressing our  

condolences at the passing of 

Russ Brown, Founder of Russ 

Brown Motorcycle Attorneys.  

Russ has been an active part of 

motorcycle rights for more years 

than many of us can  

remember — including being an 

active supporter of  

ABATE of Colorado. 

Ride In Peace, Mr. Brown. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR THANK YOU TO OUR THANK YOU TO OUR THANK YOU TO OUR     

PERSONAL SPONSOR PERSONAL SPONSOR PERSONAL SPONSOR PERSONAL SPONSOR     

MEMBERS! MEMBERS! MEMBERS! MEMBERS!     

Your support is greatly Your support is greatly Your support is greatly Your support is greatly 

appreciatedappreciatedappreciatedappreciated    

    

Torch & Sue Barr                                                

Karen carr                                           

Will Ensign 

 dale “bear” meade           

Duane & Bonnie Roller                    

Will & Eduarda Rutledge 

stump haberstumpf &  

val amey  

Mike Cole &  

Becky Archuleta        

Mark Buckner  

 Shop on Amazon much?  

 

 AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to  

support your favorite charitable organization 

every time you shop, at no cost to you.  

AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com 

on your web browser and can be  activated in 

the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android 

phones.  

 When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find 

the exact same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as  

Amazon.com, with the added benefit that  

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible  

purchases to the charitable organization of your 

choice.  

 I know of another 501(c)3 motorcycle  

organization (in an adjoining state) that is raking 

in the dough just because friends and family are 

going to https://smile.amazon.com to place their 

orders.  

 Surely, I can’t be the only ABATE of  

Colorado member that regularly shops on  

Amazon, but I can only buy so much unless I hit 

the lottery (if I remember to play). 

 So, please, please, please  start using  

AmazonSmile and designate ABATE of Colorado 

as your charity.  There’s not much easier way to 

support your organization.  

Got something to sell? ABATE members can 

advertise in the Spokesman for free on a 

space available basis. Email your ad to 

abategeneral@abateofcolo.org. (PLEASE no 

over the phone ads). Each ad will run for 

only  one issue but can be renewed on 

request. 

 

FOR SALE: 1995 Dodge Dakota pickup 

in good condition with 253,000 miles for 

sale. Asking $3,000 OBO, Call at  

303-932-2705 and please leave a  

CLASSIFIED	ADS	
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4 Ways to Know if Your Motorcycle Accident Attorney 

is an Ambulance Chaser 

BY SCOTT O’SULLIVAN, RIDER JUSTICE & THE O’SULLIVAN LAW FIRM 

(Con�nued on Page 13) 

 Personal injury lawyers have a bad rap. The slur “ambulance chaser” is applied to the entire profession  
because, well, it was earned. There was a time when personal injury attorneys showed up at disaster sites of all 

kinds and handed out their business cards, hunting for injured clients.  

 In my estimation, too many people pursue this field of law for pure financial gain. Luckily, there are some of 

us who pursue it as a calling, our vocation. But how can you tell the difference? 

 Many large personal injury firms chew clients up and spit them out, usually with settlements well below what 
they could have (should have) received. The problem can be especially bad for motorcycle crash victims who 
often sustain significant injuries, are facing police bias just because they were on a motorcycle, are dealing with 

hospital bills and big medical decisions. 

Signs your attorney might be an ambulance chaser:  

Only speaks to you once and hands your case off to a paralegal 

 Most big firms are playing a wicked numbers game. They need a lot of cases to pay for their marketing, so 
they churn clients in the door and lead them to settlement as quickly as possible. These attorneys will generally 
do a very good dog-and-pony show prior to a prospect signing up but as soon as the client signs on the dotted 
line, their case is taken over by a paralegal. 

 While paralegals are fantastic supports to attorneys, they are not attorneys. If only paralegals return your 

calls, it’s a good sign that the attorney has no idea who you are. 

Charges you fees for anything at all before your case settles. 

 The entire personal injury field works on a contingency basis, which means we do not get paid unless you get 
paid. We must incur all of the costs to research your case, hire the experts to study the scene of the motorcycle 
accident, work with hospitals and doctors to reduce your medical bills, and be willing to absorb all those charges 

for as long as your treatment takes. That could be years.  

 I have heard of personal injury attorneys charging their clients for everything from expert witness testimonies 
to copier paper while they are still working on the case. If your lawyer is trying to charge you for anything at all 
prior to your case’s completion, you are probably dealing with an ambulance chaser 
 
Talks about settling before understanding your injuries completely. Or tells you to stop medical treatment so that 

he/she can settle! 

 Often, attorneys will prefer to settle your case for less and do it quickly than wait for a potentially higher  
settlement.  

 However, motorcycle crash victims often need a lot of time to recover. In Colorado, a case cannot be closed 
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(Con�nued from Page 12)  

until a victim ceases treatment, thereby putting an end to medical bills. Ambulance chasers would rather  
convince their clients that they are “fine” than take time to make sure that their recovery is truly headed in the 

right direction.  

 Ambulance chasers need the cash now, and they will get it from your case at your expense by encouraging 

you to quit medical treatment and settle early. 

Tells you what your case is worth before considering all the sources of compensation available to you. 

 One of the most time-intensive (and rewarding!) aspects of being a motorcycle attorney is in taking a deep 
dive into the victim’s insurance, the at-fault driver’s insurance, and the many other “pots” that may be available 
for compensation. This takes time. And it also takes a level of passion that you will only find in an attorney who 

does this work as a vocation.  

 I have worked with clients who have been told by other attorneys (before they even signed up, let alone  
researched the accident) that they can only get $25,000 from the at-fault driver’s insurance company. You  
deserve an attorney who is willing to take the time to investigate every aspect of your crash. 

 If you have any questions about your motorcycle crash, don’t hesitate to contact me today! You can call or 

text me at 303-388-5304. 
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ABATE NEEDS YOU 

to help grow our organization. Recruit 

your family members and friends!  

Think about it.  

If we each sign up one new member,  

we’ll double our numbers.  

abateofcolorado.wildapricot.org/join-

us 

LIKE US LIKE US LIKE US LIKE US     
and  

FOLLOW US FOLLOW US FOLLOW US FOLLOW US  

on FACEBOOK 

 

facebook.com/ABATEofColorado 
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MOTORCYCLE SAFETY  

TRAINING COURSES 

SEE FULL COURSE DESCRIPTIONS,   

PRICING, SCHEDULES 

AND/OR 

REGISTER ONLINE  

abateofcolo.org/motorcycle-training/

#register 

CURRENT ABATE MEMBERS  

IN GOOD STANDING  

RECEIVE A CLASS DISCOUNT!  

CALL 303-789-3264 FOR DETAILS. 
CHECK OUT THE NEW ADVANCED RIDER COURSE (UBBRC) 

 

GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE 

UPCOMING	EVENTS	

WWW.ABATEOFCOLO.ORG/RIDES-

EVENTS 

May 1st —District 16 Blessing of the Bikes  

(tentative) 

May 2nd —District 1 Sandhills Poker Run 

May 23rd —District 5 SGLR 

October 2nd —District 13 Rodeo 

December 31st — Last Brass Monkey Run 

Statewide Tour—January 1—December 31, 

2021 

Watch our website for updates as the world 

tries o get back to [semi-]normal.   

Bottle and Throttle:  

A Deadly Combination 
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