
 

 

 

October 2020 

 

 

Hello from the State Coordinator 

It is now �me to think about how long we may be able to ride free for this crazy 2020 year. Wow! What a 

change in weather — 96 one day and 31 the next with some snow and rain. This year has been a real challenge 

for most and a lot of work for others. I want to shout out to all for our members and trainers for doing their 

best to make ABATE survive. Thank you!! We are trying to con�nue Safety Training un�l at least the end of  

October. Please if you are a trainer for ABATE s�ck with it and it will help all involved.  

 The annual MOST report is out and it has many interes�ng facts about rider educa�on and accident’s.  

Colorado motorcycle fatali�es have not changed in the last 3 years at 103. One fact that is alarming to me is 

that 71 of those fatal were at fault of their own. 43 of those were no one else other than the rider them self. 24 

of those were suspected of alcohol or drugs.  Please be aware because the only way that anyone would know 

this is to be educated. Even if you think you know how to ride may be those around do not. Get the word out 

to anyone on the road that we need to be very diligent to understand our limita�ons. 

 ABATE reminds you that we s�ll have District rides coming up: District 13’s  2
nd

 annual Motorcycle Rodeo in 

Firestone, 870 1
st

 Street American Legion Post 1985; October 3 2020  District 1 Toys for Kids Fort Morgan 

Walgreens (Main & Pla?e); October 11 2020 Santa & Toys Drive Walmart November 7
th

 8am to 5pm, and  

October 18
th

 in Sterling at Walgreens to Hootannies, and the Last Brass Monkey Run December 31
st

 at Rock 

Rest Bar & Grill in Golden 11am �ll 4pm. 

 As a reminder to all members we need your help to grow our membership. All it takes is for each of you  

to get one person to join our organiza�on and we double or membership. Please help the membership grow. 

There are perks to membership let them know about the life and dismemberment insurance. And discount on 

motorcycle insurance. 

 

BE SAFE and ride like the wind    Larry Montgomery 
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STUMP’S LEGISLATIVE NEWS 
ABATE Legislative Affairs Specialist            

stumpandval@msn.com 

 

Hello Concerned Motorcyclists, 

The main topic this month is the Voter’s Guide. I sent out 33 ques�onnaires to State Senate Candidates and 

122 to State House Candidates. Here are the ques�ons I asked: 

What is your primary mo�va�on for seeking public office?  

What are your views on the role of Government?  Specifically, what role and/or func�on should the  

Colorado State Government have in regards to Colorado ci�zens?  

Thinking about motorcyclists’ concerns in par�cular, would you support programs to encourage motor  

vehicle operators to be more cognizant of motorcycles?  

Do you support the rights of states to make their own transporta�on related decisions, without undue  

influence and/or financial ‘incen�ve’ by the Federal Government?  

The issue of distracted and ina?en�ve driving resul�ng in crashes and injury is of epidemic propor�ons.  

Would you favor or oppose strengthening Colorado Statute and penalty provisions for these offenses?  

This would apply to all road users.  

Do you believe the use of protec�ve equipment, such as helmets, should be a personal choice, or should 

the state implement a mandatory use law?  

The EPA and USDA are pushing for fuels with higher ethanol levels (E-15). Studies show these fuels damage 

small and high-performance engines in such items as lawn mowers, ATVs and motorcycles, and reduce 

fuel mileage in cars and trucks. Many OEMs will not warrant their motors if E-15 is used. What is your 

opinion on incen�ves for infrastructure and requiring the increased use of this fuel?  

Profiling has recently become a huge issue. Are you aware that motorcyclists have been stopped just  

because of the clothes they’re wearing? Would you support promo�ng awareness of motorcycle  

profiling and encouraging collabora�on and communica�on with the motorcycle community and law 

enforcement officials to prevent instances of profiling? 

Would you be interested in addressing ABATE cons�tuents in your district at a local ABATE district 

mee�ng?  

 

I received 8 replies from Senate Candidates and 23 from House Candidates. With only nine ques�ons, some of 

which don’t really have a “right-or-wrong” answer, I scored one point for each “favorable” answer, for a high-

est score of nine points. (FYI – 3 Senate Candidates and 2 House Candidates replied that they also ride, but they 

didn’t receive extra points!) Here are the results: 
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State Senate 
  

SD Dem. Rep. SD Dem. Rep.   

10 
  Liston #            9 

21 
  Mendez        7   

14 Ginal *            9 Hochheimer    6 26   Roth              8   

18 
  Cage    9 

31 
  Townsend    9   

19 Zenzinger *    9        

* - Incumbents # - Former Representa�ve   

State House   

HD Dem. Rep. HD Dem. Rep. 

3 Froelich *        7   34   Bromley            8 

16   Pico             9 39   Baisley *           8 

17 Exum *            8    43   Van Winkle *   8 

18 Snyder *         8   44   Ransom *         9 

21 Rosenbaum    7 Bradfield    8 46   Ambler             9 

24 Duran *           9   57   Will *                9 

25   Rosier         8 59 McLachlan *    9   

27   Pyne            9 60 Boydston         7   

29 Daugherty      8   61   McGahey         7 

30   Gu�errez    9 62   Taggart            9 

32   Caputo        8 63   Woog               8 

* - incumbents 

Lastly, I think there were more replies this year than two years ago, but I wish I would have gotten more replies 

from the “unknowns”. But I keep thinking, “Would I reply if I didn’t have anything favorable to respond?” Just 

saying…. 

Stump 

SMRO leaders from across 

the country meet to plan the 

2021 MRF Federal Legislative 

Agenda 
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NORTHEAST REGIONAL REPORT 

Don Enninga 

Northeast Regional Coordinator 

denninga@kci.net 

Good late summer day to you all!  It’s been pre?y hot a lot of the summer so I hope you all are keeping 

well hydrated as you enjoy the Colorado outdoors and the wind in your face.  Deb Craig from the ABATE of  

Colorado office just sent out the MOST (Motorcycle Operator Safety Training) annual report giving us the  

sta�s�cs for motorcycles and rider educa�on in Colorado for the last fiscal year so I wanted to share some of 

the more per�nent items that I hope you find interes�ng. MOST is operated through Colorado State Patrol. 

Here are some �dbits (taken from the annual report): 

The MOST program being funded by a $2 surcharge for motorcycle endorsements on a driver’s license 

or provisional driver’s license, and a $4 surcharge on a motorcycle registra'on.  Revenue collected from the 

above surcharges are credited to the MOST fund. For the fiscal year 2020, that amount was $993,669.51. 

CSP is permi0ed to retain up to 15% of annual MOST revenues for administra've purposes. The  

remainder is u'lized by the program to promote safety and motorcycle awareness. Monies in the MOST fund 

are con'nuously appropriated, and unspent monies remain in the fund for use in a future fiscal year.  The  

remainder of the funds collected are used for public rela�ons/promo�ons, program evalua�on, professional 

development, MSF contract and vendor reimbursements. 

Motorcycle fatali�es in Colorado are holding steady at 103, the same as 2017 and 2018.  Now, any 

deaths are not acceptable so we as motorcyclists need to do all we can to help prevent death and injury while 

riding.  Here is some of basic sta�s�cs from the annual report: 

 

Motorcycle crash data from 2019 is also preliminary and will not be finalized un'l December 31, 2020.                                       

Motorcyclist Fatali'es - 2019  

• 103 motorcyclists were killed in motorcycle crashes in 2019, 92 were male, and 11 were female.  

Ninety-three were motorcycle operators, and ten were motorcycle passengers. 

 • Motorcyclist fatali'es represented 17.3% of Colorado’s total traffic fatali'es (103 of 596). 

 • The number of motorcyclist fatali'es remained the same in 2017, 2018, and 2019 at 103.  

• 71 motorcycle operators involved in fatal crashes were determined to be “at fault” in the crash.      

• 43 of the fatal motorcycle crashes involved only the motorcycle and no other vehicle. 

• In 2019, 24 motorcycle operators killed in a fatal crash were suspected to be impaired by alcohol 

and/or drugs. 

• 48 motorcycle operators killed were not wearing a helmet. 

• In 2019, there were 154 crashes where alcohol or drugs were suspected among motorcycle  

operators at fault in a crash. 127 of the motorcycle operators were suspected of alcohol use only, 18 

operators were suspected of drug use only, and 9 motorcycle operators were suspected of both alco-

hol and drug use. Only eight MOST students were suspected to be impaired by drugs or alcohol at 

the 'me of the crash. 

 

     The complete annual report is available at:     h?ps://www.colorado.gov/pacific/csp/most-reports 

 

Rider educa�on is an important part of what ABATE of Colorado provides for the motorcycling  

community in Colorado. Add in our founding principles of freedom and working to maintain our freedoms 

through our legisla�ve efforts and ABATE is an integral part of motorcycling in Colorado.  With 191,403  

registered motorcycles in Colorado, ABATE of Colorado is con�nually working to increase membership.  You 

have a huge part in that so I would encourage each ABATE member to recruit and promote joining today.  We 

(Con'nued on Page 5) 
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ABATE OF COLORADO 

DISTRICT MEETING INFORMATION 

Remember: You can attend ANY district meeting that 

works with your schedule.  

 

District 13  Meets 2nd Wednesday, 7:00 PM   

     Pinocchio’s 

     I25 & Hwy 52  

     Dacono/Frederick CO 

  POC: Bear Meade 303-642-7118 

District 14  Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:00  PM  

    Carlos Mexican Bar & Grill 

    857 N Summit Blvd  

    Frisco, CO 

  POC:  Brad Lehmkuhl  970-468-5348 

    Bill Housh 970-389-5557 

 District 16  Meets 2nd Sunday, 9:30 AM  

    Cactus Jacks Saloon & Grill  

    4651 Hwy 73  

    Evergreen CO  

  POC: Stump 303-816-0909 

 District 17  Meets 3rd Tuesday, 7:00 PM     

     The Shack  

     NW Corner of Mineral/Broadway    

     Englewood  CO 

  POC: Michael Cole 303-877-8377  

 District 1  Meetings Call Bill Smith  

     970-768-2989  for times/location   

     of meetings in the Sterling/Fort   

     Morgan area, or visit District 1’s   

     page at  www.abateofcolo.org 

  District 5  Meets 2nd Monday, 7:00 PM   

     Great Scott’s Eatery  

     1295 Cortez Street      

     Denver  CO 

   POC: David Cawley 720-899-7073 

1701 Chambers Road, Unit K 

Aurora, CO 80011 

(P) 303-789-3264   (F) 303-789-2915 

www.abateofcolo.org 

abategeneral@abateofcolo.org 

CONTACT	US	

need the numbers as issues come up at the 

state legislature to be able to show  

lawmakers we care about our rights as  

motorcyclists.  Please consider asking people 

to join and support their rights to ride as they 

choose.  Remember, freedom requires effort 

and commitment from all!   

On another note, considering the 

effects of the china virus, ABATE of Colorado, 

District One and District 13 are doing ok.  D1 

will be doing their annual toy runs in October 

and D13 will be geXng their rodeo event 

done in October so there will be lots of fun to 

be had.  Look for informa�on on these great 

events in your ABATE Spokesman and on the 

ABATE website. 

You can email me at den-

ninga@kci.net or call me at 970-768-5599.  I 

look forward to hearing from you. 

 

RespecYully Submi?ed, 

Don Enninga, NE Regional Coordinator 

American Heart Associa�on and Accident 

Scene Management Instructor 

(Con'nued from Page 4) 
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METRO REGIONAL REPORT 

by 

Michael Gray, Metro Regional Coordinator 

mikeanddeb303@msn.com   

  Hello ABATE of Colorado  

 Well it has been good to see folks face to face again and district mee�ngs are geXng back to normal. The 

Biker Down Ride was well a?ended and we raised over 4,000 dollars.         

 I want to thank Stump for stepping up and con�nuing on the legisla�ve posi�on at the state level. I know 

he can be a li?le longwinded, but these subjects are very complex.          

 Speaking of poli�cal involvement, I would hope we are all moving in that direc�on. Whether it is just be-

ing more aware of who are the candidates and what they stand for, or greater par�cipa�on by working a  

campaign. I know it may seem overwhelming at first, it certainly is to me. I also know that the people and  

organiza�ons who believe motorcycling is inherently dangerous or bad for the environment are growing in  

numbers and in power. Their poli�cal power is becoming greater because their recrui�ng efforts have  

increased.     

 Whether on-road or off-road, motorcyclists are losing ground. It may be restric�ng motorcycles from cer-

tain streets, insurance discrimina�on or motorcycle only checkpoints. We collec�vely are being singled-out. 

So please, do all you can to support our right to ride. We really do need all of us. Elec�ons are coming so be  

prepared, register and stay informed. It is one of our best weapons in the ba?le for our freedom.    

  I want to thank the Board for their hard work, fair-mindedness and dedica�on to ABATE. These past 

few months have been a real test to the cohesiveness of the men and women who sit on the Board. I have  

belonged to a few volunteer organiza�ons and these folks are very level-headed in their approach to an is-

sue. They searched un�l a complete picture was formed and then created a plan of ac�on. I applaud them all, 

again Thank You.    

 I know we all missed The Dart Run and look forward to next year for  the 

Coolest Poker Run in Colorado.   

 Hopefully we s�ll have a couple of months of good riding 

weather. So I hope to see you out there enjoying yourself.  

    

Un�l next �me, Ride Well,  

Mike.      

 

ABATE WANTS YOU 

to help grow our organization. Recruit 

your family members and friends!  If we 

each sign up one member, we’ll double 

our numbers. Think about it.  

https://abateofcolorado.wildapricot.org/

join-us 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

“The only thing that I’m sure of, is that we are 

not ‘sure’ of anything. “  

             Jay Jackson   

(speaking of COVID-19 and the events of the past year.) 

(reprinted from September 2020 edition of the  

Hoosier Motorcyclist) 
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MRF	REPORTS	

DALE ‘BEAR’ MEADE—MRF STATE REP 

Hey MRF members,    

   

 Most of the ac�on in Washington, D.C. is, naturally, focused on reelec�on campaigns, but there has also 

been ac�vity on the motorcycle front. The Motorcycle Industry Council, along with your MRF and the AMA, 

were able to defeat a proposed tariff on motorcycles and accessories by the U.S. Trade Representa�ve. This is 

the third �me this tariff was proposed against the European Union and the United Kingdom, but all three �mes 

the motorcyclists and manufacturers have come out on top.                                          

 One of the things we as motorcyclists have to be aware of on our highways and byways is the presence of 

autonomous vehicles. These vehicles are being tested on our roads every day, whether we are aware of it or 

not. Your MRF has always voiced concerns about this tes�ng and the lack of adver�sing to the public when and 

where the tes�ng is being done. The NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION has just begun a 

new website that will allow all of us to be able to track what ci�es the tests are happening in, the make and 

model of the vehicles, the number of vehicles, and some of the actual roads and streets where the tests are 

being done. This is just a pilot program so far, but at least we will have some knowledge about what is out on 

the roads with us when we're out riding. The companies in the program are Beep, Cruise, Fiat Chrysler, Local 

Motors, Navya, Nuro, Toyota, Uber, and Waymo. 

 If you happen to be heading to Michigan for any reason, there is a "test track" of sorts in the Detroit area. A 

2 year feasibility study is being conducted on a 40 mile driverless vehicle stretch of highway between  

downtown Detroit and Ann Arbor. This 40 mile corridor will be accessed by connected and autonomous  

vehicles and will be tes�ng the technology and interac�on of these vehicles. 

  As you are reading this, the MEETING OF THE MINDS has just taken place in Indianapolis. I decided not to go 

this year to the MOTM, not so much because of the COVID dangers, but  

because of the fire dangers up where I live. If I had to evacuate,  

I didn't want to have to come home from Indy to do it. I will get as many reports and as much info as possible 

from those who a?ended  to relay to you to keep you informed as to what is happening in the motorcycle 

world around us.  

 Stay healthy. Enjoy the  rest of the riding season.  

 Ride safe, ride smart,  

 Ride sober.          

 See ya on down the road,        

  

 Bear,  CO MRF REP 
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News from the Districts  

DISTRICT 1 

Fort Morgan/Sterling/Eastern CO  

Bill Smith, Rep 

970-768-2989 

DISTRICT 5 

Denver Metro 

Dave Cawley, Rep 

720-899-7073 

Hello from D-1! 

 Well fall is fast upon our doorstep. We have two 

events coming up shortly that we hope you join us at. 

October 11
th

, in Fort Morgan, we have our annual Toy 

for Kids. We will be using Fort Morgan Walgreen’s 

parking lot as our star�ng point. We will have a short 

ride around Fort Morgan, ending at the Queen’s for 

Chili and the fixings. 

 The only cost is a new Toy, Walgreen’s usually has  

specials on toys at this �me of year for those who 

want to purchase when you get here. 

 October 18
th

. We will be having our annual Toy for 

Kids Run in Sterling! We will again be using the Sterling 

Walgreen’s parking lot as our star�ng point, ending at 

Hootenannies. They will have food available for sale 

there. 

 So, come on out and join the fun and help us get a 

load of toys for the kids. 

 Our October Mee�ng will be at Don & Kris�’s house, 

13096 Rd. 19 in Fort Morgan, Co 80701 star�ng at 

1p.m. and Our November Mee�ng will be at Nick & 

Beckie’s house, 2276 CR P in Wiggins, Co 80654. 

 But enough about D-1! I want to personally invite all 

Abate Members to D-13 Motorcycle Rodeo at The  

American Legion Post 1985, 870 1
st

 Street, Firestone, 

Co. Rodeo events will be held and I’m sure a great �me 

will be had by all. So please help us support D-13 at 

their event on October 3
rd

, 2020. Or you can go to D-5 

Coffee Run on October 10
th

, 2020 star�ng at In The 

Zone Sports Bar & Grill, 15600 W 44
th

 Ave, Golden, Co 

80403. Join the fun and support Abate! Or you can do 

both! 

 Be seeing you down the road!       
  RespecYully yours          
  Bill “Snake” Smith 

Hello D5: 

 

 Here it is almost October already and the riding 

season is geXng close to coming to the end.  

Hopefully there will be a couple more months of  

riding. Hope everybody's doing well.  

 ABATE of Colorado is doing well. Looking forward 

to seeing you guys at our Coffee Run, which is 10  

October at In the Zone in Golden.  We'll go for a li?le 

bit of a ride at some coffee shops & enjoy the  

atmosphere. 

 I want to let everybody know about the ABATE of 

Colorado State fundraiser, The Last Brass Monkey 

Run, which is on 31 December at the Rock Rest in 

Golden.  I'd like to see everybody come down there 

to support ABATE of Colorado. 

 I know it's been a trying year and just looking  

forward to the next year.  I hope everybody's doing 

well and get some more miles out there because as 

we all have seen, winter is right around the corner. 

 

Thank-you, ride safe, Blessings, 

Madd Dog Dave 

 It’s once again Amazon shopping season! (Unless, like 

me, you’re a year-round Amazon junkie.)  

 AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your  

favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no 

cost to you. AmazonSmile is available at 

smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be acti-

vated in the Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android 

phones. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the 

exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient  

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added ben-

efit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible 

purchases to the  

charitable organization of your choice.  

Please start using AmazonSmile and designate ABATE of 

Colorado as your charity.   
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News from the Districts (continued) 

DISTRICT 13 

Frederick/Dacono 

Dale “Bear” Meade, Rep 

303-642-7118 

Hey D13 members,   

 I hope that all of our members have had a safe, 

healthy summer, and have been able to get in some 

quality riding �me.  

 By the �me you read this D13 will have had our 2nd 

annual rodeo. I'm also hoping that a lot of members 

were able to a?end. Our next mee�ng will be on  

Oct. 14 at 7pm at Pinocchio's, I25 & Hwy 52.  

 If you get the chance, roll on up to District 1's Toys 

for Kids runs on Oct. 11 in Ft. Morgan and Oct. 18 in 

Sterling.  

 See ya at the next mee�ng.  

 Ride safe, ride smart, ride sober.        

 Bear  D13 REP 

 Cold and snow in early September is good old Mother 

Nature possibly giving us a look into the upcoming future. 

Hopefully though, this is only a quick blow and our riding 

season will con�nue into October. 

 Speaking of riding… a group of us have been  

planning on taking a weekend ride later in September but 

it just happens to be in the Cameron Peak and Williams 

Fork fire areas. The snow has provided a helping hand but 

at this point it is a wait and see situa�on. 

 A couple of us just completed a 1,400 mile ride 

through four states and found the rules for COVID-19  

varied not only from state to state but also town to town. 

Really never knew what to expect at each stop!. 

 Not much else to say other than ride for now un�l 

Mother Nature says STOP.  

Tom Pulkrabek, Just a  Member 

 

 

DISTRICT 16 

Evergreen/Conifer 

Dennis “Stump” Haberstumpf, Rep 

303-816-0909 

Hello D-16, 

 Another month has gone by and D-16 hasn’t had a 

“physical” mee�ng yet. I sent out a request to meet at 

our house, but due to a lack of desire to meet (Cactus 

Jacks isn’t open for breakfast at this �me) we didn’t 

meet. I s�ll send out updates to keep D-16 members 

informed though. As of this wri�ng, I’m wai�ng for  

responses from D-16 members about possibly changing 

our mee�ng day and �me. We haven’t been geXng 

much a?endance at our Sunday mee�ngs and with the 

situa�on at Cactus Jacks, maybe we need to change 

things. More on this later…. 

 We did an email vote to renew our MRF  

Membership and also sent a $400 dona�on to the MRF 

because of being over on our $1500 cap (thanks to a 

check from D-2 when they folded this summer). 

 We do have ABATE elec�ons coming up in  

November, so at October’s mee�ng we need  

nomina�ons. Think about stepping up this year. ABATE 

is your organiza�on and we need your input. Stand by 

for more informa�on…. 

I hope everyone is staying healthy. 

Stump 

DISTRICT 14 

Summit County 

Bill Housh, Co-Rep 

970-389-5557   
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News from the Districts (continued) 

DISTRICT 17 

Littleton 

Mike Cole, Rep 

303-877-8377 

Hello ABATE Members, 

 

     First I want to Thank Ken Bingenheimer for taking 

the �me to write our Spokesman ar�cles for D-17 

the past couple of years, I am happy to pass on that 

he is going to s�ll support ABATE through his  

membership and possibly help us communicate with 

the State Legislature at the Capital when motorcycle 

issues would possibly benefit from our  ABATE  

member’s input. 

     As most of you know by now we decided to  

cancel our one and only annual fund raiser for D-17, 

[Dart Run], in August due to the virus guidelines, to 

many jurisdic�on guidelines to abide by with to 

many en��es, [Federal, State, County, and City], 

a?emp�ng to control the spread of the virus.  We 

did however decide to do a D-17 membership ride 

and several of us got together and enjoyed making 

another memory on our motorcycles. 

      D-17 has held a couple of mee�ngs since the lock

-down, since the back room that we normally meet 

in has been closed due to the virus mi�ga�on  

procedures, the Shack has set up tables out front 

under the cover of their entry way and we have 

tried to abide by the social distancing guidelines, 

including mask for those who choose.  Small a?end-

ance but s�ll enjoy the interac�on and sharing of 

various experiences during these unprecedented 

�mes and the Shack appreciates us being there since 

their business is experiencing a significant  

percentage decline of customers by opera�ng under 

the various guidelines that they are required to  

follow. 

      What can we say about the new normal and  

adjus�ng to our adventures in life, they came 

through the pandemic of 1918 over hundred years 

ago with nowhere near the technology and 

knowledge we have today, aber all many of us, 

[myself included], did not even know about the 1918 

pandemic un�l this one came, as we all know life 

does involve a certain amount of risk that we all take 

from �me to �me, Don't we ride motorcycles?? 

 

Stay-Safe Stay-Well and when riding your  

motorcycle keep your head and eyes up! 

 

Mike 

D-17 Rep. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE—SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 

MOTORCYCLE RIDERS FOUNDATION 

“Proposed California Fee Increases Threatens Motorcycle 

Industry”  

 Empowered by changes to state law, the California Air 

Resources Board (CARB) has begun the process of  

increasing certification fees for original equipment  

manufacturers and aftermarket manufacturers. The CARB 

certification is required to sell motorcycles and parts in 

the state of California and has ripple effects throughout 

the nation. The stated goal of the increases is to help off-

set the cost to California for enforcement and operations 

of its clean air policies. 

 The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is concerned 

that grossly inflated certification fees will further hamper 

the aftermarket parts industry’s ability to remain viable.  

In these trying economic times, increasing fees on the 

manufacturing industry will no doubt have wide ranging 

effects. 

 MRF President Kirk “Hardtail” Willard stated, “Putting 

additional financial strain on aftermarket parts  

manufacturers will without question impact the average 

consumer. Motorcycle shops, dealers, manufacturers and 

distributors are all key components of the motorcycle  

ecosystem. Anything that impacts the motorcycle industry 

eventually impacts the motorcycle consumer. The state of 

California should not destroy the motorcycle industry in 

an attempt to balance its budget.”  
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TRANSLATE	KNOWLEDGE	TO	ACTION	

BY SCOTT O’SULLIVAN, RIDER JUSTICE & THE O’SULLIVAN LAW FIRM 

 As ABATE members, you obviously support motorcycle rider training and motorcycle rights. It is my hope 

that, at this point, you also support having the right kind of insurance. If, in your mind, you answered, “Yes, I 

have full-coverage insurance,” then we need to talk. 

 But first, let me tell you about a conversa�on I had recently with a biker who s�ll had a brace on his arm: 

Biker: There is no jus�ce when you’ve been hit by a teenager who was tex�ng and driving. 

Me: That is terrible. I’m so sorry that happened. 

Biker: Yeah, and he didn’t have insurance. 

Me: Not unusual. Did you have uninsured coverage on your bike? 

Biker: No. 

Me: Understand that at least ¾ of people on the road don’t have any insurance or are underinsured because 

they only have the state minimums, also referred to as “full coverage.” That means you can’t rely on other 

drivers to have enough coverage for the injuries you might sustain in a collision. You absolutely must protect 

yourself with adequate insurance. 

Biker: That’s true. 

Me: So, what kind of insurance do you have on your bike right now? 

Biker: Oh, I don’t have any insurance right now. 

 Are you kidding me?  

 I end up having this conversa�on all the �me and am constantly amazed by it. So many riders can tell  

stories about friends who were hit by someone who had li?le to no insurance – that knowledge needs to 

translate into ac�on. You must carry enough insurance to care for yourself and your family if the worst  

happens.  

 Do you think that guy who just cut you off or turned leb in front of you is going to be conscien�ous 

enough to have great insurance for your sake? Negligent drivers and hit-and-runs are an epidemic in Colorado 

right now. 

 2020 has been hard financially for many, many people. If you find yourself making choices about what to 

cut, do NOT put your motorcycle insurance on the chopping block unless you intend to park it and not ride at 

all. 

 As always, my door is open if you have ques�ons about what insurance you need. I will help you choose 

coverages that help protect your future and your family. Call or text me at: 303-388-5304. 

Please note: I don’t sell insurance, I just help you work with your agent so you can make an informed decision. 



 

 

ABATE	ELECTIONS	
COMING TO A DISTRICT NEAR YOU!! 

 

It’s that time again. ABATE of Colorado will be holding 2020 Officer elections in November.  

Nominations will be taken at October district meetings and the ballots will be sent to all members of 

that district. Members who do not belong to a district will be emailed a ballot and will vote for State 

officers only.    

Positions up for election this year are: 

1. All District Officers 

2. Regional Coordinators 

3. State Treasurer 

4. State Recording Secretary 

5. State Legislative Officer 

 

If you’re thinking of becoming an officer, you can become a candidate by either: (1) appearing at a 

district meeting and placing your name in the nomination; or (2) having another member appear at 

the meeting to palce your name in nomination (with your written approval); or (3) written proxy  

delivered to a Board Member.  

This is your organization.  

PLEASE VOTE!  

Want to Raise Funds for ABATE with a one time, one easy step? 

 Do you shop King Soopers, City Market or Loaf and Jug?  Then you can easily help raise funds for 

ABATE of  Colorado.  All you need to do is register your King Soopers/City Market rewards card and 

designate ABATE of Colorado as your preferred non-profit.  Easy as that.   

 Through the King Soopers Community Rewards program King Soopers will donate to registered 

non-profits, based on the amount of money spent, a portion of that money spent.  This program was 

done through King Soopers gift cards tied to a non-profit but they have simplified the program.   

 You will still earn your reward points, you may pay with any method of payment you prefer, you 

simply swipe your rewards card, that you have registered, and ABATE of Colorado earns a portion. 

 Log on to  www.kingsoopers.com/communityrewards and set ABATE of Colorado as your  

preferred charity. 

 



 

 

WHY JOIN THE MRF? BECAUSE 

FREEDOM IS NEVER MORE THAN ONE GENERATION AWAY FROM EXTINCTION                  

Ronald Reagan 

 The 2020 MRF MeeDng of the Minds was held September 24-27 in Indianapolis, IN. I have to say I was a bit 

surprised at the turnout, given the current pandemic situa�on — last I heard there were about 250 people 

there, including several first-�mers. While we missed seeing some of our old friends who could not a?end this 

year, it was great to see some of those ‘old-�mers’ again. And the stories that were told…   

 This year’s conference was a bit different than those in the recent past (some good, some not so much) but 

the one thing that remained constant was the wealth of informa�on the a?endees received. To paraphrase a 

friend, “if they didn’t learn something, it’s because they didn’t want to.”  

 SMRO leaders from across the country met with MRF leadership and our D.C. lobbyist, Rocky Fox, to discuss 

the 2020 Federal Legisla�ve Agenda. You’ll be seeing more on that when the final agenda is released. 

 Meanwhile, here are a few photos of the conference. (courtesy of “Radio Bob” Letourneau, former New 

Hampshire State Representa�ve, then Senator and long-�me motorcycle rights ac�vist)  

Recognize these faces from the past (and 

present)? Hint: They’re all long 'me  

recognized leaders of the motorcycle rights 

movement.  

L-R: Mark Buckner, Bob Letourneau, Gary 

Sellers, Lee Richardson, Fred Harrell, 

Hardtail Willard, Jay Jackson 



 

 

What would a MOTM be without the 

(in)famous Slider Gilmore? 

Hardtail talking about having fulfilled 

his dream of walking into a bank  

while wearing a mask. 

The Ringing of the Bell: one of the more 

somber ceremonies at each MOTM where 

we remember those brothers and sisters that 

have gone before us.  

 

Who knows what Fred Harrell is saying but is 

Marc FalseI buying it? 

DPD & DAD with The Masked Fox (yes, there is a story here) 
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